
1 

 

October 2019 Newsletter 
From Pastor Nate . . . . 

“Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord.” (Hosea 6:3)  

In a previous congregation that I served a woman had told me that her father’s car was not running properly 

and when he finally brought it to a mechanic he was told that the engine oil had run dry. She then told me 

that her father had not had the oil changed in the three years since he had purchased the car. She was  

embarrassed that her father at his age lacked the basic knowledge to maintain his vehicle. Evidently he had 

not been taught nor bothered to learn by reading the car’s manual. 

I wonder if this does not apply to the Christian life. I am guessing this woman’s father thought that as long 

as he could start the car and it ran, everything was fine. We might think that as long as we go to church  

occasionally and say our prayers everything is fine. But at some point life is going to break down. Like a 

car owner, we also have a manual - a manual for life. We can go back to the beginning of this manual and 

learn the importance of studying the manual and also teaching it to our children so that life may go well for 

us. (Deuteronomy 6:1-9)  

To be a Christian means to be a disciple – a learner, a student, a practitioner – to daily apply the teachings 

of Christ to our lives. The Apostle Peter certainly understood this when he wrote, “We are to grow in grace 

and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18) If our faith and love in Christ is not 

growing, it is dying. It is by growing in our grace and knowledge of Christ that we bear fruit. “You will 

know them by their fruits.”  If we want to check our progress we can look at Paul’s description of the fruit 

of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Are 

we bearing these fruits in our lives?  

There is a cost to maintain a vehicle, but the cost can be much higher when you fail to follow the  

maintenance plan. There is a cost to discipleship, but there is a greater cost for nondiscipleship. Our manual 

warns us that when “There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land… the 

people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:1,6) Nondiscipleship keeps us from the abundant 

life and the eternal life that only comes through “the knowledge of the truth… Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 

2:4-5)  Discipleship is one of our congregation’s seven core values. As disciples, let’s not let our lives run 

dry. In fellowship let’s prayerfully study our manual and be “filled with the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:11) 

Together in Faith, 

Pr. Nate Bjorge 
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Congregational Life Meeting 

We thank God for this beautiful autumn weather! 

At our September meeting, we discussed the upcoming “Fall Kick Off”  
picnic. 

It was held September 15th with games, food, and great fellowship. Thank 
you to all who brought food and to everyone who grilled the burgers and 
hot dogs and served and cleaned up. And it didn’t rain!!! 

Our next event will be the Senior luncheon on October 15th. Our speaker 
will give an interesting talk on genealogy. 

Plans are coming together for Faith’s 10th anniversary. If anyone has  
questions, ideas (or pictures for a slide show!), please contact one of the 
Anniversary Planning Team: Noel Guerard, Joel Hanson, Denny Myers, 
Roxanne Wyatt, Tammie Leibold, Bev Larsen. The event date is Sunday, 
November 3rd. There soon will be more information coming.  Now, mark 
your calendars! All the local churches will be invited along with the entire 
community. Invite all of your friends and neighbors! It is going to be a 
great celebration. 

Thank God for His many blessings during this ten-year journey of FAITH! 

Bev Larsen for the team 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 
 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 
 
Faith Lutheran Church 
303 18th St. SE 
Little Falls, MN 56345 
320-414-0533 

faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 
secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 

 

President’s Message 

Friends in Christ, 
It was my birthday on September 24th , and like most people over 
twelve, I cringed at the thought of another birthday. When in reality, I 
should have been extremely thankful for another year. I know Faye got 
like 7,000 emails and calls from our kids and grandkids asking what does 
Dad/Grandpa need and want  for his birthday. Well I don’t need anything 
but want the list is  
Long……………………………………………………….........................
...................................Like I want them to come for more visits and hang 
out with me. I want them to help me with chores/things I want and need 
done. I want to have fun with them. Sure gifts are great so if anyone feels 
so motivated ????? 

Do you think God,  our Father, has wants  and needs not only on His 
birthday but all year 
long?  …………………………………………………………………………………... God wants 
and needs His children to come to His House. He wants His children to 
hang out with Him. He wants us to help with those chores. We are His 
hands and feet here on Earth. He wants His children to help around His 
house: teach Sunday school, join a team, greet, usher…....
………………….. The list of wants and needs is long. “Don’t just count 
your years, make your years count.” -George Meredith 

For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good work 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10 

Yours in Christ,  
George Sandy 
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Youth & Family Team 

With the school year in full swing, so is youth ministry. Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings are filled with  
laughter and there is a deep joy in my heart! Even though it was only a short break at the end of the summer, it has 
been great to be with our youth again!  

On Wednesday nights, confirmation and senior high youth will be joining together for welcoming and worship before 
splitting for teaching. Another change this school year is that we have added adult leaders to our youth ministry team 
on Wednesday nights to help with small groups for senior high--which will allow for deeper connections with each 
other and with God. These adult leaders include Greg Hyatt, Gene Hyatt, Adam Hyatt, Denny Myers, Lyn Kull, and 
Tammy Skeesick. Tammie Leibold and Leanne Wolbeck are confirmation helpers. If you see these youth leaders--tell 
them thank you! We are still in need for more adult leaders, so if you have a passion for youth to know Jesus, please 
let me know.  

On Sunday mornings, the 9-12 grade youth will be following with the congregation as we go through Acts, with the 
hope to ignite a desire in our youth for daily personal time in the Word. As we make our way through Acts, we will be 
learning Bible Study methods/tools to equip us. 

We have started our monthly volunteering at the food shelf. In September, I encouraged the youth who were serving 
with me to think about how serving at the Morrison County Food Shelf relates to God. One of the middle school boys 
with me, connected it to the 10 plagues of Egypt he learned at VBS this summer and God’s promise of manna later in 
the book of Exodus. I was encouraged by this student’s reply and the way that God had connected his current service 
at the food shelf to something he learned at VBS! We will continue to serve at the Food Shelf on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month helping restock shelves. Please see the Sign-Up Genius online or let Sara know if you or your child can 
help.  

This past month we had the bi-annual Lucky Duck Bean-Bag tournament as a part of the Fall Ministry Kick-off on 
Sunday, September 15. Randy and Leanne Wolbeck won the honor of signing their name on the Lucky Duck trophy. 
After the bean-bag tournament we headed out to Camp Ripley for team building obstacles. 11 high school and middle 
school youth completed the obstacles while learning about their own and other’s strengths and weaknesses and the 
importance of the body of Christ. We also deepened our trust in God as we stepped out of our comfort zones. A  
special thanks to Shawn Larsen and Randy Wolbeck for planning and orchestrating the course, as well to the other 
adults who joined for the afternoon to help it go smoothly.  

Wednesday, September 25th was the international student-led See You at the Pole Event. Students from area schools 
met at their flag pole to pray for their classmates, teachers, communities, nation, and world. It was a powerful event to 
see students cry out to God together.  

Events to have on your calendar are Fields of Faith, which is a Fellowship of Christian Athletes event held at the 
school football field or auditorium. It is Wednesday, October 9th and we will be going together as a youth group  
(6-12), carpooling to the school from the church. We will have a paintball  
event on Sunday, October 13th from 3-5PM. This will be a high school  
only event. Students are encouraged to bring a friend to this event too.  
Romans and Christians has been postponed to a later date due to  
scheduling conflicts.  

All for God’s glory,  
Sara Stanton  
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September Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, September 19th, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Rich Collins, Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Howie Larsen, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson,  
Cheryl Rioux, George Sandy, Ally White, Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 
Absent: Justin Juelke and Kelly Olson 
The meeting was called to order by George Sandy 
Opening prayer led by Jim Nelson 

Secretary’s Report: Joel Hanson moved and Howie Larsen seconded to accept the August Council 
minutes. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Cheryl reported that our net income for August is $5187. The budgeted expenses are 
at 61% and our target is 66% so we are still below in our expenses. The general fund balance is now 
$6600. It was declining but is now on the way up. Jim Nelson moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to 
accept the August Treasurer’s Reports. Motion carried.  
Cheryl is still trying out new financial programs in the hope that we can replace QuickBooks soon. She 
will report back on her findings next month.  
Youth Director’s Report: Everything seems to be going well with the Youth Group. Wednesday evening 
group started up last night on September 18th. They’re trying a new plan with the Youth Group and  
Confirmation classes where they all gather together at 6:30 p.m. for a short worship and group activity  
before splitting into their separate groups. So far it seems to be going well. 
Sara Stanton is still planning many activities as well as meeting with individual students.  
Howie Larsen moved and Denny Myers seconded to allow Sara to paint the Youth Room. Motion carried.  
Pastor’s Report: Faith’s 10-year Anniversary Celebration is coming up on November 3rd. We will have 
LCMC’s Church Planting Coordinator Dan Clites as a guest preacher that day.  
Adult Education is starting a 6-week study on Prayer beginning Sunday, September 22nd.  
Confirmation is coming up on October 27th. We have 10 ninth graders who will be confirmed.  
Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports:  
• Children’s Team: Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 22nd. The children will be released  

before the sending song to hopefully get them settled into their classrooms earlier.  
Proposed Constitution and By-Laws Changes: Howie Larsen will put together a final list of these changes 
prior to next month’s meeting so we can prepare it to be released to the congregation. Ministry Teams are 
turning in their duties and responsibilities lists. Most do not need to be edited at this time.  
Parking Lot Crack Repair: The parking lot repair will be postponed until next year.  
New Business:  
College Scholarship Request: A request was made to send $1000 to Gustavus Adolphus college for  
Stephanita ZumBerge. Joel Hanson moved and Jim Nelson seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Howie Larsen moved and Cheryl Rioux seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.  
The meeting closed with prayer. 
The next meeting will take place October 17th at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance 
& Offering 

September 1: 129 $ 4,647 
September 8: 161 $ 5,605 
September 15: 169 $ 4,302 
September 22: 165 $ 3,761 
September 29: 164 $ 4,142 


