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November 2020 Newsletter 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
Daylight Savings 

Nearly every year since the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock a day has been set aside to 
offer thanks to God for His providence. Our first President, George Washington issued the 
first proclamation for a national Thanksgiving Day in his first year and first term of office, 
to be observed on the 26th of November, 1789. It is important to remember that half of the 
Pilgrims died within the first year after the Mayflower arrived on our shores. Despite all of 
the hardships they still gave thanks to God.  

President Abraham Lincoln made this Thanksgiving Day Proclamation in 1863, when 
America was in the midst of a civil war, “It has seemed to me fit and proper that the gifts 
of God should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged with one heart and 
one voice by the whole American people.”  In the words of St. Paul, we are to “rejoice  
always; pray constantly; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-19) 

This November we are in the midst of the COVID 19 pandemic that has caused countless 
disruptions to our daily lives. Sadly it has claimed the lives of some and resulted in illness 
for others, but it has also infected our economy and our politics. No one living today is 
going to forget the mask mandates and social distancing, the effects on our economy, the 
effects of distant learning for our students, and the depression and anxiety for those who 
have had to quarantine. And this month we also have one of the most contentious  
presidential elections that this country has ever faced. The disunity within our nation is 
probably as great as or greater than it was during the Civil War era.  

How is it possible to give thanks to God in all circumstances, when it appears the world is 
crumbling around us? What allowed the Pilgrims like Edward Winslow, who lost his wife, 
to still give thanks to God? And what enabled President Lincoln to turn our nation toward 
God with gratitude in the midst of civil war? They understood that even in the midst of 
dark circumstances God is present, the Light of Jesus Christ is not diminished. When “the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” has been revealed to us, 
we see things differently. Even in the valley of the shadow of death we see God’s presence 
and love for us.     

Robert Barron puts it this way, “Christianity is, above all, a way of seeing. Everything else 
in Christian life flows from and circles around the transformation of vision.” John Newton 
writes about this in his renowned hymn “Amazing Grace” when he states, “I once… was 
blind, but now I see.” Through the grace of God he overcame his spiritual blindness. As 
John Baillie writes, “A true Christian is one who never for a moment forgets what God has 
done for him or her in Christ, and whose whole comportment and whole activity have their 
root in the sentiment of gratitude.”    

No matter the outcome of the election, or however long this virus lasts, we can still  
experience and have vision of God’s presence and His love for us. As we prepare to  
celebrate Thanksgiving we have an opportunity to open our eyes to see how God has 
blessed us and our nation and then to honor God by offering our gratitude.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Pr. Nate Bjorge 

Faith’s Core 

Values:  

Discipleship, 
Hospitality, 

Prayer,  

Service,  

Stewardship, 

Worship,  
and Unity 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 
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Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 

Faith Lutheran Church 
303 18th St. SE 
Little Falls, MN 56345 
320-414-0533 
faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 
secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 

 

Congregational Life 
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas”.   

The snow is beautiful, but a little too early for most of us!  Especially those of us 
who had not completed the fall yard work! 

However, our team has been discussing our annual Christmas Boutique. We will 
have it on a smaller scale this year.  Sundays, December 6th and 13th before and 
after worship for our congregation only. 

Watch the bulletin for more information, or contact any of our team members. 

Confirmation is Sunday, October 25th.  We have 6 young people being confirmed, 
and we wish them God’s blessings as they continue their journey of faith. 

Remember the “suggestion box” on the table in the gathering space.  We welcome 
any comments and suggestions. 

Stay warm, stay safe, stay healthy. 

For the team,  
Bev Larsen 

President’s Message 

Happy Halloween! 
Scary things…….   I think back to school when the teacher would ask a question.  
I tried many tactical maneuvers; sinking down in my chair, not making eye contact 
with her, pretending to be furiously writing notes, turning red. Even if I thought I 
knew the answer, I wasn’t going to raise my hand or shout the answer out. Because 
the scary part was, what if I was wrong.   

Now jump ahead (just) a couple of years. I’m sitting in church and Pastor, as usual, 
is giving a great sermon. But…..the scary part is when he asks a question. Thank 
goodness he doesn’t just call on one of us! Yet, I sink down in my chair, don’t 

make eye contact, look at the bulletin, and wait 
until someone else answers or Pastor answers the 
question. Faye and I often talk about feeling a 
little convicted after church, not knowing the  
answers to Pastor’s questions or not feeling  
confident enough to shout out the answer. Yet we 
really do believe that it is good to feel a little  
convicted as it makes us go home and open our 
Bible more often.  
Pastor’s questions make 
us think as questions 
should.   
Please go vote as these 

      are scary times,  
     George Sandy,  
     Council President 
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Youth & Family Team 

In these past few months with political division high, racial tension escalating, the world in a pandemic... 

my attention has been spread thin by so many distractions grabbing for it. I’m guessing you can relate.  

It is overwhelming… until I rest in Jesus. As I meditate on His Word, I am reminded of God’s  

steadfastness, His victorious reign, and unexplainable peace. A scripture that has been my anchor is Isaiah 

40:28, “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 

ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.” Our 

God doesn’t grow tired--even when we feel spent. Our God has a plan that can’t be thwarted--even when 

our plans are upended. So as the old hymn goes… “Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in His  

wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim. In the light of His glory and grace.” 

This past month, the youth enjoyed a fun night of Romans and Christian on October 2nd. We had a lower 

turn out this year, but still a ton of fun! Additionally, roadside clean-up was held after church on October 

11. We had an awesome crew of over 25 volunteers out at Frerich’s to help. Lastly, by the time you are 

reading this, the Family Fall Festival will have also taken place. Out at the Fellbaum’s Farm, we had 

hayrides, food, and activities for all ages.  

On October 25th, we celebrated the confirmation of six of our students--Jadyn Rutten, Mouna Toure, 

Nicholas Leibold, Paige Fellbaum, Sarah Wolbeck, and Chris Novak.  

On November 11, 6-12th grade youth will be shopping for and packing Operation Christmas Child boxes. 

We truly believe and pray these boxes will meet more than physical needs, but will also meet the spiritual 

need of the Gospel for the children and families that receive them. 

As many area schools transition to distance or hybrid learning models, the youth and family team has 

been brainstorming ways we can walk alongside our families in our congregation and community. Some 

ideas we have considered include: access to wifi, tutoring, a quiet space to do homework, etc. While we 

are still in the brainstorming stages, if your family has a need please let us know. Otherwise, keep an eye 

out for more information.  

In Christ,  
Sara Stanton 

Mission Project Distribution 
Members of the Faith Comforters IM group recently delivered 105 School kit bags 
and 40 quilts to the LWR (Lutheran World Relief) warehouse in Minneapolis. 
Thank you to all who brought school supplies, donated material, sheets or filler 
material for the quilts and to all the workers. Another 10 quilts went to  
Julie Leibvoll who works with crisis programs. More quilts will be  
distributed in our local and St. Cloud areas. Tuesday mornings find  
this group working on quilts and kits for young girls in an African area.  
If you are interested in working on any of these projects, please join  
us on Tuesday mornings for work and fellowship.  

Linda, Kay, Joanne, Patty and Bill packed and unloaded at the  
distribution site.  
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October Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, October 15th, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke, Howie Larsen, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux, George Sandy, Renae Stueber 
and Pastor Nate 

Absent: Kennard Fellbaum, Tom Lippert, Karen Underhill and Dave ZumBerge 

The meeting was called to order and opening prayer led by George Sandy. 

Howie Larsen moved and Jim Nelson seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Denny Myers moved and Justin Juelke seconded to accept the September Council Meeting Minutes. 
Motion carried. 
Sarah Kalkbrenner also shared that she received the email reminder from the MN Secretary of State for our Annual Renewal 
form. It’s due December 31, we will get further information prior to filling it out. 

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Nelson reviewed the Budget Comparison report. We had a lighter revenue month but are still doing 
well year-to-date. We are over budget on repairs due to the parking lot reseal. But remain $2600 below budget overall. Jim 
recommends we make a mortgage principal payment in December to clear out the money in that fund prior to the end of the 
year. The income to the security system fund almost covered the new camera cost.  
Jim also recommended we change the name of the Erik Mathison Piano Fund to the Erik Mathison Music Fund. Howie 
Larsen moved and Cheryl Rioux seconded to change the fund name. Motion carried. Justin Juelke moved and Denny Myers 
seconded to approve the purchase of the humidifier for the piano, up to $500. Motion carried. 
Joel Hanson moved and Howie Larsen seconded to accept the September Treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared information about past events including See You at the Pole and  
Romans and Christians which had a turn-out of 12 students, ss well as the Roadside clean-up which was a huge success with 
25+ volunteers.  
Upcoming events include Family Fall Festival on Friday, October 30th and the Operation Christmas Child service project on 
Wednesday, November 11.  
The Youth team is also discussing ways to help families and students who are doing school from home or the hybrid school 
model.  

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reported that we have a member who has tested positive for Covid-19. His concern was  
whether we needed a protocol for the procedure with someone testing positive. After discussion Howie Larsen moved and 
Denny Myers seconded that our policy will be to have members let us know if they have tested positive, we will then send an 
email out to the congregation with the date the member was last at worship and when they tested positive. Motion carried.  
Confirmation Sunday is coming up on October 25th and we have 6 confirmands this year. Pastor Nate will speak to the  
families to recommend just the immediate family coming up for the laying on of hands. We will not do cake for confirmation 
this time.  

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

• Children’s Team: Children’s team is working with the Youth & Family Team for the Family Fall Festival. They are set-
ting up fall-themed games. There is also discussion if they should start thinking about a Christmas Program. 

• Congregational Life Team: Did not meet. 

• Finance Team: Did not meet.  

Security System Completion: There was discussion about whether we should move forward with the security system and look 
into installing the remainder of the cameras we planned for. After discussion, it was decided to make sure all the current  
cameras are working correctly first as well as make sure the account has all the necessary funds before moving forward with 
the security system.  

New Business: 
Christmas Boutique Sale: Denny Myers moved and Joel Hanson seconded to postpone the Christmas Boutique sale for this 
year. Motion carried. 

Key Fobs: Justin recommended we look into keyless entry for the church. It would eliminate the key issue and allow us better 
security on the building. Justin will get quotes and bring them back to the council. 

Parking Lot Light: One light is out, Justin may be able to change it, he will check. If not, we will call Central Minnesota  
Electric to come out and change the bulb.  

Refrigerator Door Seals: Roger Fernelius recommends we change the door seals on the refrigerator to eliminate another  
possible issue with it. It will cost approximately $200 to order new seals. Howie Larsen moved and Justin Juelke seconded to 
order the new seals for the refrigerator. Motion carried. 

Copier: There is currently $2,485 in the copier fund. Sarah has quotes from both our  
current company and Metro Sales, Inc. After discussion Howie Larsen moved and Justin 
Juelke seconded to move forward with the Toshiba machine from our current company, 
MCSI, if it is still available. Motion carried. 

Justin Juelke moved and Renae Stueber seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place November 19th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance & Offering 

October 4: 114 $ 6,927 
October 11: 125 $ 4,285 
October 18: 94 $ 3,377 
October 25: 172 $ 2,627 


