
1 

 

Take Note... 
March 2021 Newsletter 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
I have not been in the habit of washing our vehicles as often as I should and in  
Minnesota we all know what happens when neglect to keep them clean. We have a 
2003 Ford F150 and when I purchased it seven years ago you could not see any  
corrosion on the body of the truck. I knew the former owner must have washed it  
frequently. I haven’t and now I wish I had taken the time and effort that the former 
owner did to keep it clean.  

It’s not that I don’t know the importance of washing the corrosive salt and chemicals 
from the vehicle. But either I haven’t wanted to take the time to go to the car wash of 
if I have there is always a line and I don’t want to wait. And besides I could buy a few 
gallons of gas for the price of a car wash. By now you might be wondering why I’m 
writing about washing and keeping vehicles clean. I really don’t care if you wash 
your car, but it does serve as an analogy to keeping ourselves clean from the corrosive 
power of sin.  

It doesn’t take long this time of year with dirty roads from snow melt to mess up our 
vehicles, but do we ever think about how every day our lives are exposed to the  
corrosive effects of sin. And sin like rust if it is not removed can spread and begin to 
corrode our spiritual health and our relationship with God and with friends and  
family. But unlike with a vehicle we can’t simply wash ourselves and be clean. The 
only way to become clean is though forgiveness. “If we confess our sins, God is  
faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
(1 John 1:9)  

We might find ourselves making the same excuses that we do for not washing our 
vehicles, it’s not that bad, I can take care of it later, a little dirt or rust isn’t going to 
hurt anything. We may not notice that we are hurting ourselves and those around us 
through “our thoughts, words and deeds, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone.” But just like rust can destroy the integrity of our vehicle, sin can destroy 
the integrity of our soul. 

Theologian, Soren Kierkegaard, claimed that, “Man’s highest achievement is to let 
God be able to help him.”  To let God help us requires that we recognize our  
condition – we are sinful and God alone can make us clean.  Kierkegaard also claimed 
that, “this is the very proof of Christianity’s being the highest religion, that none other 
has given such a profound and lofty expression of man’s significance – that he is a 
sinner. It is a consciousness that paganism lacks.”  

Lent is a season in which we are reminded of our sinful state and our need to turn, or 
return to God and pray “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin… Create in me a clean heart, O God.” (Psalm 51)  Our vehicles may one day 
end up at the junkyard, but our lives don’t have to.  We can “be found spotless and 
without blemish… at the day of our Lord.”  (1 Peter 3:14)  

Together in Faith! 
Pr. Nate Bjorge 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 

Faith’s Core 

Values:  

Discipleship, 
Hospitality, 

Prayer,  

Service,  

Stewardship, 

Worship,  
and Unity 

Lent Schedule: 

March 3, 10, 17, 24: 
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper 
7:00 p.m. Lent Worship 

Maundy Thursday,  
April 1st: 
7:00 p.m. Worship 

Good Friday, April 2nd: 
12:00 noon Worship  
at Living Hope 

Easter Sunday, April 4th: 
8:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
9:30 a.m. Easter Worship 
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Saint Patrick’s Day is March 17th.  

We celebrate Saint Patrick’s day to  

commemorate Saint Patrick, a 5th Century  

Romano-British Christian Missionary and Irish 

Bishop. The symbol is a Shamrock or three-leaf 

clover because he is credited with teaching the 

Trinity using a shamrock, showing people how 

there are three leaves in one shamrock like the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

President’s Message 
Family of Faith, 
I am humbled to be your 2021 Council president. We are blessed with a great council this year. As being the “old” guy 
in the room, however, I am teased a bit (which, I have to admit, I enjoy). I believe they do that because they love  
me – well, that’s my story and I’m sticking to it any way. In addition, I don’t have a “Ghost Writer” for these articles. 
Bev told me I’m on my own. George said it would cost $1,000 a month to hire the previous one. I can’t afford that, so 
here it goes. 

I’d like to talk about the “news” today. Not the media news, something a little different. 

Last year was “new” to us in so many ways. At about this time a year ago we were starting to see imposed changes on 
how we were going to be able to worship. As we faced those challenges we were once again shown that GOD always 
takes care of us when we ask for His help and follow His guidance. With GOD showing us the way we were able to  
accomplish more than we thought possible. 

Now in this “new” year we see more openness in how we worship (which we pray will continue). But as we do, we still 
need to be watchful and approach our efforts with a deep understanding that GOD is in charge. 

Another “new(s)” item. Roger put up a bulletin board above the information/sign-up table in the narthex. Within the 
next few weeks you will find pictures of the council members. The ministry team members will also be listed. When its 
complete you will be able to see who to contact if you have suggestions, comments, or changes you would like to see. 
Keep in mind that the suggestion box is still available. The council takes all suggestions seriously. 

All the Ministry Teams have plans and events they want to see take fruition. Many, if not most, will involve teamwork 
and congregational involvement. That involvement means commitment and a willingness to participate. This  
congregation has always shown an inspired amount of “oneness” when we take on the work of the Lord. I know that 
will continue. God has blessed us every day we have existed. Our prayers should always start with being thankful for 
all He has done. 

Our best days are ahead of us. This Family of Faith inspires me no end. I love all of you. GOD bless you in this “new” 
year. 

Your humble servant, 
Howie Larsen 

Children’s Team 
February 14, 2021 Members attended: Renae & Patrick Stueber, Tom Lippert and Amanda Hyatt. 
Absent: Heidi Larsen 

Youth group members led a combined Sunday School class during the Annual congregational meeting. Sara Stanton 
reported all went well. 

We continued planning for Winter Family Fun Day, which is February 28th at Joe & Amanda Hyatt’s. 

Discussed progress on VBS plans. VBS will be hosted by Alliance church this year and is June 7-11. If there is enough 
interest, there will be a morning and evening session. If you are interested in being a volunteer, please contact 
Amanda Hyatt. 

Children’s team meets the 2nd Sunday of each month at 8 am. If you are interested in being a member, please  
contact a team member: Amanda Hyatt, Heidi Larsen, Tom Lippert and Renae & Patrick Stueber 
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Youth & Family 

Congregational Life 

Once again the seed catalogs are in our mailbox before the snow is melted off our garden! A sign that spring is right 
around the corner. Speaking of spring, we will be discussing two spring events at our next meeting; the Easter  
breakfast and the spring garage/bake sale. 
We celebrated Pastor Nate’s birthday with cake and coffee and juice on Sunday, February 7th.  Happy birthday, 
Nate!!! You are a blessing to all of us! 
By the time you read this, our first soup supper of the Lenten season will be done. People of our congregation will be 
serving the soup, bread, desserts, and beverages, wearing masks and gloves to keep everyone safe. There will be  
enough seating available for people to “distance” if you care to. We are looking forward to “gathering together” for 
supper and fellowship. The free will offering will go to help pay down the church mortgage. 
Remember the suggestion box on the table in the narthex. Please use it to let us know your thoughts, concerns, and 
comments. 
Stay well, stay warm, Bev for the team 
Our team members are Jody Cox, Julie Shelstad, Jackie Rutten, Greg Rutten, Bev Larsen,  
and council reps; Karen Underhill and Howie Larsen 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” This phrase reminds me of family dinners 
growing up. But as we read these words in Revelation 22:20, it 
is actually John’s (the author of Revelation) response to  
Jesus’ statement that “surely I am coming soon.” These words 
challenged both the youth, leaders, and myself as we finished 
our series in Revelation before the start of Lent. What is our 
response to Jesus’ promise that He is coming soon? Is it  
exciting anticipation? Fear? Indifference? Impatience linked to 
a lack of trust? After a challenging study in Revelation,  
revealing the spiritual war we are in as followers of Christ, it 
was indeed refreshing to be reminded of faithful Jesus’  
promises to us, especially the promise of spending eternity with Him!  
As we transition into  Lent season, the 6-12th youth are pausing from normal Wednesday nights so that families can 
attend Wednesday Lent Worship together. During Lent Season, we are holding seven different Deep Dive groups 
with a total of 25 youth participants! These are groups led by an adult leader, meeting in homes and restaurants 
throughout the week. The heart is to give each youth a community to go deeper spiritually and relationally. God is 
moving in big ways through these groups, so please continue to be praying for our youth and leaders.  
Two upcoming youth events in March are the High School Winter Retreat and an InterChurch Broomball  
Tournament. The Winter Retreat will be held at Lake Beauty Bible Camp in Long Prairie on March 12-14. This year’s 
theme is “commUNITY” and will focus on how we can pursue Jesus together and love one another. Registration 

deadline is March 7 and cost is $50. Find the registration link on 
the church website. As members of the congregation, please be 
praying for God to reveal His love to our youth during the retreat 
and empower the leaders. The InterChurch Broomball  
Tournament will be on Sunday, March 28 from 2-4pm, hosted 
here at Faith. 6-12th graders are invited to participate as Grace 
Covenant, Alliance, Living Hope and Holy Trinity join us for some 
winter fun!  

And last, but most certainly not least… a big thank you for your 
generous support in the Valentine’s Day Bake Sale and Ground 
Beef Sale. The money raised from these fundraisers go directly 
toward the youth’s summer trip payments. 

With a grateful heart, 
Sara Stanton 

Praise and Prayer Points  
• Praise for the team of youth leaders 
and their hearts to invest in our youth and 
God’s Kingdom.  
• Praise for the challenging Truth and 
hope God reveals to us in Revelation.  
• Prayer for the youth and leaders as we 
go on our Winter Retreat 3/12-14--for 
breakthrough in understanding of who 
God is and who He call us to be.  
• Prayer for God to reveal Himself in 
mighty ways to our youth and leaders 
through Deep Dive Groups and deep roots 
of community would be formed. 

Youth Team Members: Greg Hyatt, Jason Leibold, Joe Hyatt, 
Leanne Wolbeck 
Council Reps: Judy Berger, Denny Myers 
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MISSION & OUTREACH TEAM  

The Faith Lutheran Mission & Outreach Ministry Team added two new members 
and approved donations to several ministries at its monthly meeting held on  
Feb. 9. Joining the team will be Gail Meyer and Laura Fellbaum. Other team 
members include: Pat Rioux, chair; Linda Lippert; Maureen Miller; and  
Linda Collins. Council representatives include George Sandy and  
Kennard Fellbaum and Pastor Nate serves as an ex-officio representative on the 
team as well. The team’s primary function is the distribution of 10% of all  
donations received by the church to various missions and ministries. The team’s 
goal is to distributes the gifts in thirds—one-third to local organizations, one-third 
to state and regional ministries, and one-third to international missions. The  
Mission & Outreach Team’s other primary purpose is to explore and coordinate 
outreach activities. Some current and past outreach activities include: Kinship 
Chili Cook-Off sponsorship, Operation Christmas Child, Movie Night, The Art of 
Marriage seminars and the Blessing Boxes. The team welcomes the  
congregation’s input into both donations and outreach activities. Please share 
your ideas with any of the team members. 

February gifts distributed included $500 to Habitat for Humanity, $500 to the 
Morrison County Chaplaincy, $500 to Beginning Experiences, and $500 to St. Paul 
Lutheran Seminary. A donation of $750 to Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 
Christ (LCMC) was also approved at the February meeting.   

Worship and Prayer Team Meeting Notes: 

     This month we began the process of redefining who is on the Worship and  
Prayer Team and what the responsibilities will be. The past few years this team 
has operated as multiple sub-teams to accomplish the duties and responsibilities 
of this team. The Alter Guild, Praise Band, Ushers, and Audio Video all make up 
the current team. This has functioned well for the past few years to accomplish 
the duties and responsibilities of the team but has lacked in having formal  
monthly meetings and communication among the sub-teams and to the council. 
The goal this year will be to clearly define the members of the actual team and to 
review the duties and responsibilities as well as the direction of this team.  
Volunteers and possible candidates include: Amy Kowalzek, Faye Sandy,  
Cheryl Rioux, Eric Kalkbrenner, Julie Shelstad, Loren Klein, Raquel Lundberg 
and Dave Zumberge. The Council Representatives will be Justin Juelke and Joel 
Hanson. The team is scheduled to meet again soon to finalize further details  
moving forward.    

Finance Team Report 

February 18, 2021 

The Finance team did not meet in February, but team members would still like to 
provide a financial update. The general revenues for January were $3000 less than 
a year ago, however our expenses were lower which helped our bottom line for 
the month. We had a net revenue of $2940. There were no unbudgeted  
expenditures in January. 

We look forward to our fiscal 2021 year and feel very blessed with the generous 
tithes and offerings of Faith members. Budget numbers for the year were added to 
monthly financial reports in January. 

We are looking for volunteers who are willing to serve on our team. If interested, 
you can contact a current member of our team - Bob Riitters (chair), Lynn Kull, 
Chris Scholl, Daven Hanson, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux, Tom Lippert, and  
Justin Juelke. 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

320-414-0533 

faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 

secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 
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February Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, February 18th, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Judy Berger, Kennard Fellbaum, Justin Juelke, Howie Larsen, Tom Lippert, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson,  
Cheryl Rioux, George Sandy, Renae Stueber, Karen Underhill and Pastor Nate 

Absent: Joel Hanson 

The meeting was called to order and opening prayer led by Howie Larsen 

George Sandy moved and Justin Juelke seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Howie Larsen welcomed Judy Berger to the council and Cheryl Rioux, Denny Myers and Joel Hanson as they return to the 
council following their reelection. 

Secretary’s Report: George Sandy moved and Cheryl Rioux seconded to accept the January Council Minutes. Motion carried. 
The council reviewed the Annual Meeting minutes and determined them to be ready for the congregation’s review at next 
year’s Annual Meeting. Justin Juelke moved and Tom Lippert seconded to accept the Council Organizational Meeting 
Minutes. Motion carried. Sarah also shared some suggestions from the suggestion box.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jim reported revenues for January were down but recommends we look at finances at the end of the 
quarter for a real picture of how this year is going. Expenses were significantly down as well which is a good sign. The Mis-
sion & Outreach team’s finances don’t really line up with the monthly budget as they generally pay either quarterly or annual-
ly so that isn’t a concern at this point. Jim also removed the Trail Life and Copier fund which we will see on the February 
report. Justin Juelke moved and Denny Myers seconded to accept the January Treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared their fundraisers for the Summer Trips; the Ground Beef sale and the 
Valentine’s Day Bake Sale. 

She also included information about upcoming events like the Winter Family day on February 28th, the High School Winter 
Retreat in March, the Deep Dive Groups that will be taking place during Lent and Summer trips coming up beginning in June. 

Pastor’s Report: Ash Wednesday Worship was February 17th; we did offer a more socially distanced Imposition of Ashes 
although very few took advantage of it.  

Congregational Life has agreed to do Soup Suppers this year. Roger Fernelius asked how they would like the tables set up. 
The council agreed to have the tables set up the way they normally would be and have people space out as they feel comforta-
ble. The Easter Breakfast setup will be the same.  

March will have a private family baptism on the 13th for the Boody family and the Hyatt wedding on the 20th.  

Pastor Nate has been doing some visits with those who are comfortable with it or phone calls if they are not. He has also been 
doing some certification interviews for LCMC.  

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

• Children’s Team: Planned Winter Family Day and VBS, chose Amanda Hyatt as chair for the team.  
• Congregational Life Team: Decided to continue with Soup Suppers but will have servers who wear masks and gloves. 

Coborn’s suggested an alternative fundraiser to the brat sale. Council decided not to move forward with the coupon 
books. 

• Finance & Management Team: Did not have a February meeting. Justin Juelke and Tom Lippert will join the team as 
laypeople. 

• Mission & Outreach Team: Discussed objectives for the team. 
• Worship & Prayer Team: Had one meeting to set up the team and will plan another meeting. 
• Youth & Family Team: Aside from the notes from Sara, the main thing the team worked on was the Deep Dive class 

for leaders, so they are prepared for the Deep Dive Sessions. 
Soup Supper Offering: Suggestions for the offering as Youth will not be serving this year. George Sandy moved and Kennard 
Fellbaum seconded to apply the Soup Supper Offering to the church mortgage. Motion carried.  

New Business: 
Ordering Sunday School Curriculum: Sarah Kalkbrenner is normally the one who orders the Sunday School curriculum, but the 
team will need to let Sarah know when it needs to be ordered and if there are changes from the previous order. It will take at 
least a week for the order to arrive so it’s best to let her know at least a couple of weeks in advance. 

Phasing Out Covid-19 Practices: With more people getting their vaccinations discussion should begin about when and how we 
will begin to phase out our Covid-19 practices. Worship and Prayer team will discuss communion and when we will begin the 
normal setup. In the meantime, Cheryl Rioux moved and Jim Nelson seconded to begin placing a few more chairs each Sun-
day until we get to our normal 150 by Easter Sunday, allowing members to space as they feel comfortable. Motion carried. 

Sara Stanton Pension: There was some confusion about Sara’s pension last year. In order to correct it; Denny Myers moved 
and Justin Juelke seconded to send $800 to Sara’s pension account for 2020. Motion carried. Karen Underhill moved and 
George Sandy seconded to present her compensation package in writing to avoid further 
confusion. Motion carried.  

George Sandy moved and Justin Juelke seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place March 18th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance & Offering 

January 31: 127 $ 4,062 
February 7: 104 $ 7,892 
February 14: 101 $ 4,657 
January 21: 119 $ 3,549 


