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April 2020 Newsletter 
From Pastor Nate . . . . 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Someone stopped in my office today and told me that he and his wife were going to get an 
early start on spring cleaning. Because of the current “stay at home” order, they decided since 
their normal routine has been disrupted they would use this opportunity to clean house. Kate 
mentioned this to me the other day. With our kids at home she said we should put them to 
work to go through their things and decide what they should give away or throw away. We’ve 
tried this before and their response is “We have to keep this stuff because these things hold so 
many great memories for us.”  

How often do we find ourselves wanting to hold onto certain things? In John’s story of the 
Resurrection he tells us that Mary wanted to hold onto Jesus. Mary loved Jesus and loved to 
spend time with Him. When she saw that Jesus had been raised from the dead, she thought 
that she had her Lord back. She did not yet understand that the Resurrection is not a return to 
the past, but a doorway to the future. Jesus’ had fulfilled His calling in the flesh. The  
Resurrection did not mean that things would return to the way they were. Jesus was exalted 
through His death and resurrection and was returning to the Father.     

Jesus had instructed His disciples that through His ascension the Holy Spirit would come to 
them bringing comfort and guidance. The Holy Spirit would lead them into all Truth and  
empower them to build His church. And so Jesus tells Mary not to hold onto Him. Instead  
Jesus sends Mary, the first evangelist of the Resurrection, to tell the others the Good News. 
Beginning with Mary, the disciples are given a new commission to make disciples of all  
people.    

In order to receive their new relationship with the Risen Lord, Mary and the disciples could 
no longer hold onto their former relationship with Jesus. Their love for Jesus did not end  
because as Scripture says, “Love never ends.” But how they related to Jesus would be  
different. To be with Christ, or rather in to be in Christ, meant they would share the Gospel  
of the Risen Lord, reaching out in love and service to others.  

How we relate to the Church (to each other) is different during this time of social distancing. 
Temporarily we are physically separated but thankfully we can stay connected through social 
media, our phones, and old fashion hand-written letters. We can continue to be supportive of 
one another through pray, and to be reminded that even in the midst of this pandemic Jesus is 
with us always through His Word and Spirit.   

Letting go is not always easy, but sometimes necessary. Easter can be a time of letting go, a 
time for spiritual spring cleaning. The author of Hebrews tells us to set aside every weight, 
everything that encumbers or holds us back from our new life in Christ. What are we holding 
onto or storing away that prevents spiritual growth and prevents us from living as disciples of 
Jesus Christ? Are there any sinful thoughts or habits that need to be tossed out? The  
resurrection is not a return to the past, but a movement to the future. We don’t know what  
tomorrow holds, but we do know that God is holding us and He will never let us go.  

Blessed Easter, 
Pastor Nate Bjorge 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 
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President’s Message 
Dear Faith Friends,   

I can’t find who to give credit for this story but I think it fits to-
day’s world.  

 A group of frogs were traveling through the woods, and two of 
them fell into a deep pit. When the other frogs saw how deep the 
pit was, they told the two frogs that they were as good as dead. 
The two frogs ignored the comments and tried to jump up out of 
the pit with all their might. The other frogs kept telling them to 
stop, that they were as good as dead. Finally, one of the frogs 
took heed to what the other frogs were saying and gave up. He 
fell down and died. 

The other frog continued to jump as hard as he could. Once again, 
the crowd of frogs yelled at him to stop the pain and just die. He 
jumped even harder and finally made it out. When he got out, the 
other frogs said, "Did you not hear us?" The frog explained to 
them that he was deaf. He thought they were encouraging him 
the entire time. 

There is power of life and death in the tongue. An encouraging 
word to someone who is down can lift them up and help them 
make it through the day. 

Frogs have it made, they get to eat what bugs them.      

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 

Ephesians 6:16 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

Be full of courage and encouragement,  
George Sandy 
Council President 
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Faith’s Core Values:  

Discipleship, Hospitality,  

Prayer, Service,  
Stewardship, Worship,  

and Unity 

Congregational Life 
In these unsettling times, Howie and I find ourselves doing more reading, playing games, cleaning closets 
(that’s mine), building bird houses (that’s Howie’s), praying, washing our hands, and watching LESS TV.  
As my grandmother used to say, when something was upsetting to her “This too shall pass”. 

We look forward to the beautiful season of spring, that God faithfully gives us every year!  

Our Congregational Life team has set a date for our annual garage / bake sale for Saturday, May 2nd. 

If that date does not work out, we will just have it later in the summer. 

The “suggestion box” is on the table in the gathering space. Please put any suggestions, comments, and  
questions in the box.  Sign your name, or not.  That’s up to you. We thank Noel for making the beautiful 
box! 

Please stay well, safe, and keep praying! 

Mission & Outreach Team 
The Faith Mission and Outreach ministry team continues to support budgeted ministries, although  
anticipated drop in congregation donations as a result of the Covid19 pandemic will likely to result in 
some changes. 

At the Mission and Outreach Team meeting on March 4, several donations were approved, including 
monthly donations of $200 to both Sunbeam Boys Home and the Nicaragua mission. A check for $1,000 to 
MN Adult and Teen Challenge was approved as well as $1,000 to the Morrison County Food Shelf. The 
Adult and Teen Challenge gift was supposed to have been paid in April, but was moved up to coincide 
with the scheduled March 22 visit (which was subsequently postponed due to the Covid19 pandemic). 
Several other adjustments were made to the budget to accommodate the approved requests for March 
(Adult and Teen Challenge, Food Shelf). 

The previously approved radio ads to run on The Word and The Pulse radio stations have been scheduled 
and began running in March. The Father-Daughter Ball committee has reported this was a “break-even” 
event the and will not require additional support from the Mission team, although not all final bills have 
been paid. Should things change, the Mission and Outreach Team will be notified. 

Linda Collins joined the team in March. She will be replacing Kim Juelke. In other new business, the team 
approved the general request (no specific dollar amount was identified) from Faith Comforters to assist 
with the purchase of bags for the group’s School Bag project; identified a willingness to assist with the 
Youth group’s planned mission trip to Pine Ridge Reservation in June, if needed; and approved payment 
to Mission India for additional “Why Pray” devotionals to hand out at church. 
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Youth & Family Team 
A scripture that God has used to comfort me these past weeks 
is Philippians 4:6-7. “The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” While 
verse 6 certainly calls us to turn to God in prayer, I’ve been 
drawn to verse 7 which shows the effect of our prayers—
peace. But not just any peace…a peace that surpasses  
understanding, meaning it is deeper than anything we turn to 
in this world to give us temporary peace. Secondly, this peace 
guards our hearts and minds, meaning when we pray, peace 
shields us from fear and worry.  

With plans constantly changing, I am resting in the  
steadfastness of our God. He is the same God during this  
epidemic as He was before and will be after. During March, 
our youth participating in the summer trips served at the Lent 
Dinners, thank you for your generous support! Due to  
COVID-19, the Middle School Lock-In planned for March  
27-28th has been cancelled.  

Looking into April, the Black Light Adventures outing has 
been cancelled but will hopefully be rescheduled soon.  

During this time, it is vital for our youth to stay connected to 
Christian community and grounded in God’s Word.  
Check out our graphic for these opportunities.  

I plan to keep youth and families updated via  
Remind text messages and emails. If you are not currently 
receiving youth emails or Remind  
messages, please email me at  
youthministryfaithlutheran@gmail.com.  

Trusting in the God who keeps His promises,  
Sara Stanton 

Children’s Team 
Early Out Bash was March 11, 2020. 12 children from the community attended. Kids and adults had fun with many  
activities including Bible Verse Scavenger, St. Patrick’s Day Devotional, Nursing Home PlaceMat Service  
Project  craft, Cabbage Bowling, Outside Chalk Drawing, Minute to Win It Games, St. Patrick’s Day Themed craft, and  
a movie: Lion of Judah. 

Although we are not meeting in the church building for Sunday School on Sundays we encourage parents to use the 
“Sunday School at Home” resources from Lifeway Digital Pass, which include a engaging video and activity page for  
pre-school and elementary students. Resources will be posted weekly on the “Faith Lutheran Children and Youth  
Ministry Parents” Facebook group, otherwise you can make a free Lifeway Digital Pass account to access weekly  
resources. If you have any questions, please contact Sara Stanton at youthministryfaithlutheran@gmail.com  
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March Council Minutes 
Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, March 18th, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Howie Larsen, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux, George Sandy, Renae Stueber, 
Karen Underhill, Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 
Absent: Justin Juelke and Tom Lippert 

The meeting was called to order and opening prayer led by George Sandy 
George also welcomed Sara Stanton as a guest at the meeting. 
Howie Larsen moved and Joel Hanson seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried.  

Secretary’s Report: Denny Myers moved and Cheryl Rioux seconded to accept the February Council Minutes. Motion car-
ried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Nelson reported that the Trail Life account has been closed. The Profit and Loss Report shows we are 
a bit behind in revenue even though we have had a good month. The electricity and natural gas are over budget but that’s due to 
it being high energy-use months. It will balance over time. The Balance sheet shows a negative balance of $47 but this is due to 
the mortgage interest being charged a second time so that is not the actual balance. Expenditures are down as well. Jim Nelson 
also shared that he will run quarterly reports for the pass-through accounts so they can keep an eye on how these accounts are 
running as well. Kennard Fellbaum moved and Dave ZumBerge seconded to accept the treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton shared that the Middle School Lock-in has been cancelled due to our shutdown. The 
Youth will be doing Zoom meeting as well as online devotions during the shutdown. Youth leaders will be praying for the 
youth and will send a letter of encouragement to each student. As of right now the April Blacklight adventure outing is still 
planned. Summer trips are still on as well and Sara is working closely with YouthWorks to continue organizing their trip. There 
are 12 available student spots for the mission trip to South Dakota and only eight have signed up, so four spots remain. Seven-
teen have signed up for the trip to Colorado and more can be added if others wish to go as well. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate has continued to do visitations although with things shut down those in nursing homes and hospi-
tals will not be able to receive visits. Since the last Council meeting, we have hosted the funeral for Verneille Berkhahn. Pastor 
Nate has also been attending Pastor’s meetings and keeping up to date with what is going on in the community with other 
churches. Teen Challenge will not be coming on March 22 so we will be rescheduling their visit. Hopefully First Communion 
classes can continue since it’s such a small group.  

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

Congregational Life Team: The Garage sale is scheduled for May 2; it will be only one day this year and the money will go 
toward the copier fund. The Brat sale is scheduled for June 9-10. We now have a suggestion box which was made by No-
el. The Senior Lunch went well with 21 attending and Bill Messerschmidt speaking. Howie Larsen suggests that each 
ministry team consider running the Senior Lunch for a month.  

Children’s Team: Sunday school is back on Faith Weavers curriculum which is going well. The Early-out bash was on 
March 11th and 12 kids attended. They did Cabbage bowling and other activities. Vacation Bible School is scheduled for 
June 1-5th at Alliance Church. 

Security Team: The Security Team has 3 members and they would like to get 3 more so they are working on ways to bring 
in new members. They have also drafted a mission statement.  

Finance Team: The Finance Team is looking for another member. They also voted to bring the CTC proposal to the council. 

New Business: 
Pandemic Plans: There will be no worship at Faith through March 31st. Pastor Nate is working on an email to send to the con-
gregation with an abbreviated order of service for families to go through in lieu of this Sunday’s service. George Sandy will 
write a message to go out with the email. We are also looking into options for a livestream or video. Another option later if we 
continue being shut down into April would be an outdoor service so people can be more spread out. We will also look into hav-
ing items on our Facebook page that we can share with others.  

CTC Proposal: We currently use Charter/Spectrum for our office telephone and internet and pay about $200 per month. Cheryl 
Rioux got a quote from CTC to try to negotiate a lower price but Charter was unable give us a lower price. CTC would cost 
$164 per month and they would pay the cost of installation if we agree to a 5-year contract. There will be no long distance on 
the phone and we will pay 3 cents per minute if we do call long distance. Denny Myers moved and Howie Larsen seconded to 
switch to CTC under the 5-year contract. Motion carried. 

Communion Wafers: Joel Hanson reported that a congregation member let him know the Gluten Free communion wafers 
should be more separated from the others to avoid people getting sick. 

Howie Larsen moved and Jim Nelson seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place April 16th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary Attendance & Offering 

March 1: 168 $ 7,019 
March 8: 127 $ 5,754 
March 15: 144 $ 8,646 


