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From Pastor Nate . . . . 
In the book of Exodus, the Israelites are in bondage in Egypt. You may  
remember that it was Joseph who was sold into slavery by his brothers and 
taken down to Egypt. He eventually became second in command under  
Pharaoh and had his entire family move down to Egypt, all twelve tribes of 
Israel. The new Pharaoh who did not know Joseph dealt “shrewdly” with the 
Israelites and over time oppression lead to slavery. Their cries were heard by 
God and He sent Moses to deliver them. Sadly this was a pattern for Israel 
throughout the Old Testament. The people turn from God, they suffer in 
bondage to a foreign power (Assyria, Babylon, Rome) and they repent and 
cry out to God for deliverance. God delivers and they return to God only to 
rebel once again.  

Many of us can relate to this pattern of repetition. When life was good for the 
Israelites they had no need of God and turned away from Him. But when life 
brought them to their knees they cried out to God for deliverance. God knows 
the human heart and yet He still loves us. John testified to this love in his first 
epistle, “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world that we might live through Him.” (1 John 4:9) 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who has given us His Spirit to reassure us and 
guide us through this life, enabling us to abide in Him. Like the prodigal son 
we may still wander off the path of righteousness, but we only have to return 
to receive forgiveness and be restored into the fold. 

This past week motivational speaker Reggie Dabbs shared his inspirational 
Christian journey with hundreds of students at Living Hope Church. He read 
a letter from a Navy Seal that was written to his unborn son. The soldier died 
on a mission and never met his son. It was a letter that told his son to live life 
to the fullest and in such a way that he would have no regrets. He said, “Live 
your life in such a way (that when your time comes) you will not beg and 
plead for one more day so that you can live your life a different way.” That 
line stuck with me. How many of us fail to abide in Christ, we fail to live out 
the love He showed us and we carry the shame and regret.  

Imagine how inspiring it would be to leave this life and enter into the next 
knowing that we are forgiven, that we are loved by God, that He will greet us 
with these words, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” We all have an  
opportunity while we still have breath to turn to Christ, to abide in Him, to 
love one another, to forgive and to be forgiven. 

Together in Christ! 
Pr. Nate 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 
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Congregational Life 

Spring is slow in coming, but I know it’s out there.  I heard a little thunder this afternoon, so that’s a good 
sign.  There is so much trouble and darkness in our world today, but I look forward to another beautiful 
spring season with flowers, green grass, and warm sunshine.  Thank God for our Minnesota seasons! 
Our Easter breakfast went very well with serving about 100 people.  We had a great crew cooking and  
serving the breakfast and of course the clean up after. 
Take a look at the snapshots on the bulletin board. 
Roadside cleanup was accomplished on Sunday, April 18th. 
We welcomed 14 new members to Faith on Sunday, April 25th.  There was a cake reception after the service.  
Soon there will be a picture on the bulletin board.  When you see these people please say hello and welcome 
them!  We are so blessed to have these people joining us in our faith journey! 
May will be a busy month at Faith. 
First we will have our garage/bake sale on Saturday, May 1st.   
10% of the proceeds will go to missions, and the rest is yet to be determined. 
We will be celebrating 11 graduating seniors on a Sunday later in the month. 
And near the end of the month we will have “celebration Sunday” with games, food, fellowship, and fun .  
That will be the last day of Sunday school for this season.  More information on these events to follow. 
Our team welcomes any comments and suggestions.  Contact any of our team or put your suggestions in the 
“suggestion box” on the table in the narthex. 
Our team members are Jody Cox, Julie Shelstad, Jackie Rutten, Gregg Rutten,  
Noel Guerard, Bev Larsen and our council reps, Karen Underhill and Howie Larsen. 
For the team, BEV 

President’s Message 
Greetings Family of Faith, 

Last Sunday Faith was blessed to welcome 14 new members. I’ve been thinking about that for a day or two. Mostly 
I’ve been thinking about relationships and where life leads us. I’m often amazed how I’ve made it this far without 
much of a plan. Bear with me as I wander about here. 

I have to admit I’m not fond of crowds; I’m not comfortable in new situations; I’m not particularly confident; I was ex-
tremely shy when I was younger. Some of the jobs I’ve had forced me to overcome my shyness, at least to some ex-
tent. For some reason, however, here at Faith I actually enjoy meeting new people and visiting with those I’ve gotten 
to know over the years. 

As I think about our new members I’m struck by the relationships they have with other Faith members. Some we’ve 
known for a long time, some for just a short time. Some might well have felt tension or discomfort in crowds or 
meeting people. I can relate to that. But what made things different with these 14 people were the connections and 
relationships that perhaps eased their decision to join us.  

Relationships of all kinds are more important than we often think. They connect and influence us in very strong ways 
(both good and bad). They can mold our perceptions and even our character. What we see in our new members and 
the relationships that brought them to Faith are the awesomeness of God and the willingness of family and friends to 
witness. Pastor Nate has talked about the need (especially in today’s culture) to speak out and witness to the glory of 
God. Hard to do but necessary if we are to survive. Witnessing is not just speaking out – in many ways what we do and 
how we act are even more impactful. Saying things so that people approve of us is one thing – acting in ways that sup-
port our words is something else. That’s what relationships are about. I thank God the relationships that brought 
these new members to Faith were so positive. 

What things can we learn from this? Some thoughts come quickly to mind: the strength of witnessing for Christ; the 
joy of growing in faith; the value of greeting visitors to our church; and the need to participate in church activities 
whenever we can. When we expand our efforts to become real witnesses to the glory of God and the promise of salva-
tion through Christ our lives become fuller and more meaningful. 

I have to admit another thing, I’m still not very good at witnessing for God and Christ. My prayer is that the Holy Spirit 
will lead me to do a better job. I thank God for all of you. You have been a blessing to me. 

In love,  
Howie 
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Youth & Family 
Between planning Senior Sunday and honoring our seniors on Wednesday nights, we have been thinking a 
lot about graduation in youth ministry. Graduation marks a new chapter in the beautiful story God has 
written for our students. Upon listening to our eleven 2021 seniors, many have voiced fear in turning this 
page into the unfamiliar. As I have listened, I think of the encouragement God gives us in Isaiah 43:19 
where the Lord says, “Behold, I am doing a new thing;... I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert.” For us and our seniors, we can find great comfort in knowing God provides for us in the most 
desolate and unlikely situations!  

This is a transition for parents and our church family as well. Jesus teaches us in Matthew 7:24-27 a person 
is wise if they make their foundation God’s word. Interestingly, Jesus not only encourages us to hear the 
words, but more importantly to put them into action. Our prayer for these seniors is the teaching we have 
provided as parents, mentors, and a church, will be a strong foundation. We pray this teaching will shape 
their foundation and direct their paths, so that when these graduates face life’s trial, they will remain 
steady on our Rock. Parents-- thank you for your continued partnership and commitment to teaching your 
children God’s Word. Know we are praying for you and your students in this life transition.  

Senior Sunday will be May 16th. In partnership with Congregation Life and Faith Comforters, we will cele-
brate our 2021 graduates during worship and fellowship afterwards. Beginning April 25th, there will be 
journals in the gathering space to write notes of encouragement and/or prayers for our seniors. Please 
take time to bless our seniors in this way by 5/14.  

Other upcoming events are the Youth Car Wash and End of School Year Party. The Youth Car Wash will be 
May 2nd, following worship. It will be a free-will donation and all money raised will go towards youth’s 
summer trip payments. The End of School Year Party will be Wednesday, May 12. We will have Wolbeck’s 
Woodchuck Woodfire Pizza, outdoor games, and a bonfire to celebrate the end of the school year. This will 
mark the last Wednesday night for confirmation and youth group until our Summer Ministry calendar 
starts.  

Yours in Christ,  
Sara Stanton 

L: Ella and Mason Rausch serve at the Morrison County Food Shelf 
M: Kris Biniek and Ellie Skeesick dye Easter eggs during a Deep Dive 
R: Sarah Wolbeck and Brooklyn and Samantha VonBerge have some Deep Dive fun by axe throwing 
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MISSION & OUTREACH TEAM  

The Faith Lutheran Mission & Outreach Ministry Team approve its monthly 
(April) budgeted donations at its April 13 meeting.  These include our  
regular monthly gifts to Sunbeam Boys ($200) and the Nicaragua mission 
($200) as well as three other budgeted items--$1,000 to Adult and Teen 
Challenge, $750 to LCMC (quarterly gift) and $500 to Oasis Central  
Minnesota.  Finally, the team is coordinating schedules with Adult and 
Teen Challenge to see when their annual visit can be arranged for 2021.  
They suggested an August date, while we countered with an October visit 
when attendance may be higher. 

The Mission & Outreach Team’s primary function is the distribution of 10% 
of all donations received by the church to various missions and ministries.  
The team’s goal is to roughly distribute the gifts in thirds—one-third to 
local organizations, one-third to state and regional ministries, and  
one-third to international missions.  Congregational input into donations 
and outreach activities are most appreciated.  We are looking at bringing 
back Faith Movie Nights.  Please share your ideas with any of the team 
members--Linda Lippert; Maureen Miller; Linda Collins, Gail Meyer, Laura 
Fellbaum and Pat Rioux, chair.  Council representatives include George 
Sandy and Kennard Fellbaum and Pastor Nate serves as an ex-officio  
representative on the team as well.  

Children’s Team 

April 11, 2021 

Members in attendance: Becky Fellbaum, Patrick Stueber, Denny Myers, 

Tom Lippert (Council rep), Renae Stueber (Council rep),  

Howie Larsen (Council President) 

Celebration Sunday is scheduled for May 23rd. More details to come. 

VBS scheduled for June 7-11 at Alliance. There will be the morning  
session 9-11:30 a.m. and the evening session 6-8:30 p.m. Please contact 
Amanda Hyatt if you are interested in volunteering; 320-360-2887. A link 
to registration is now on our website: faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 

The next Children’s Team meeting will be May 9th at 8:00 a.m. 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

320-414-0533 

faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 

secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 
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April Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, April 15th, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Judy Berger, Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke, Howie Larsen, Tom Lippert, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux, 
George Sandy, Renae Stueber, Karen Underhill and Pastor Nate 

Absent: Kennard Fellbaum 

The meeting was called to order by Howie Larsen and opening prayer led by Joel Hanson 

Secretary’s Report: Judy Berger moved and Karen Underhill seconded to accept the March Council Minutes. Motion  
carried. Sarah also shared some suggestions from the suggestion box.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Nelson went over the March Financial reports, which show us the first quarter of 2021. Overall 
March was a good month for the general fund. We also took in $1,341 from the Lenten Soup Suppers. Year-to-date we are a 
little behind in giving but mostly it looks good. George Sandy moved and Justin Juelke seconded to accept the March  
Treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared upcoming events including the Reggie Dabbs programs, which the 
Youth will attend on Wednesday, April 28th. Roadside clean-up, an upcoming car wash fundraiser and the end of school year 
plans for seniors as well as the end of Sunday School are also coming up.  

Confirmation and Youth group resumed on April 14th and the Youth continue with the Deep Dive groups which are mostly 
drawing to a close.  

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reported that the Hyatt wedding took place on March 20th. Pastor Nate was gone April 11 and 
Greg Hyatt filled in for him. He also hosted this month’s Ministerial meeting here at Faith. Pastor Nate helped with the  
funeral for Paul Sachs’s dad and we will have Zach Miller’s funeral here on Saturday, April 10th. May 12th will be the last 
night of Confirmation & Youth Group. 

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

Children’s Team: May 23rd will be Celebration Sunday. Vacation Bible School planning continues. Tom Lippert will be 
our representative and security will also be addressed.  

Congregational Life Team: The Team helped serve at Soup Suppers and Easter Breakfast. They will also be serving at the 
funeral Saturday. There will be cake for New Member Sunday on April 25th.  

Finance & Management Team: Finance Team reviewed the reports. They discussed the Soup Supper Fund which they will 
leave until June and pay it out when we make our Mortgage Principal payment. Tom Lippert will fertilize the lawn and 
they are discussing putting more gravel on our driveway.  

Mission & Outreach Team: Teen Challenge is scheduled for August 8th but we would like to move later, to October but 
their support payment is being sent now.  

Worship & Prayer Team: The team wants to get flowers for Altar for the funeral, there is a small budget for things like 
that. Their next meeting is scheduled for May 2 following worship. 

Youth & Family Team: All information covered by Sara Stanton’s report. 

Roadside Clean-up: Scheduled for this Sunday, April 18. Sara will bring food and beverages. 

Offering Counters: Tod Tonsager has joined the counting team and is counting this month. 

North Door Issues: Tom Lippert is still working on the door as not all issues have been resolved. 

Bulletin Board Pictures: The pictures and all information is up except Justin’s picture.  

Projection Computer: The new laptop is here. Pastor Nate will start our 30-day trial of MediaShout 7 next week. The $276 
brought in from the Easter breakfast will go to help cover this cost. 

Coffee Treats: We started serving treats on Sunday, April 11 and it seemed to go well. Most people seemed comfortable with 
it so we will continue. 

New Business: 
New Member Sunday: Scheduled for April 25th. We will have cake and flowers for the new members. So far we have Denise 
Harstad and Jeannie Morgan signed up to join. Karen Underhill moved and George Sandy seconded to approve the new  
members. Motion carried. 

Garage/Bake Sale: Scheduled for May 1. The flyers are going up around town now. 

Graduating Senior Recognition: May 16th. There will be 11 graduating seniors. We will have cake and flowers and the  
quilters will present quilts to the seniors. 

End of Sunday School/Church Picnic: The last day of Sunday School will be May 23. We will also have the church picnic 
that day. Food is still being organized; they are looking into having the food trucks here again. 

Expanded Service: The Council discussed several worship items to determine if we should resume normal practices. The 
council decided to continue with the Children’s Message and Kids’ tin bucket but not the ushers 
handing bulletins or passing the collection plate because it would be more contact. 

Facility Request: Carolrae Kalahar requested that we purchase two planters for by the doors, as 
this falls within the $300 limit, it was approved without a vote.  

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place May 20th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance  
& Offering 

April 4: 211 $ 22,698 
April 11: 125 $ 3,271 
April 18: 173 $ 4,967 
April 25: 151 $ 3,507 


