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January 2021 Newsletter 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14) 

2020 is a year that we will be happy to see in the rear view mirror, and as we look 
to the road ahead we are hopeful we can soon leave the Covid pandemic and the 
political turmoil behind us.  

Through the past 11 years our congregation has worshipped at the hospital, at St. 
Francis, at three school buildings, and the Little Falls Country Club. This past year 
brought something new. We were mandated to worship at home. I know for  
myself and what I heard from others, worshipping at home did not seem very  
worshipful. Worship is meant to be done as a community.    

In her book “Amazing Grace” Kathleen Norris observed that, “Over time, I have 
learned two things about my religious quest: First of all, that it is God who is  
seeking me, and who has a myriad ways of finding me. Second, that my most  
substantial changes, in terms of religious conversion, come through other people. 
Even when I am convinced that God is absent from my life, others have a way of 
suddenly revealing God’s presence.” 

Kathleen Norris is correct in her personal observations. God does seek us out! 
Through the prophet Ezekiel God says, “I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 
the strayed.” (34:16) Jesus will also claim, “For the Son of Man came to seek and 
to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) And typically God comes to us through other  
believers. And so Kathleen is also correct in noting that it is through others that 
God’s presence is revealed.  

According to Psychiatrist Paul Tournier, “There are two things we cannot do 
alone. One is to be married and the other is to be a Christian.” Being a follower of 
Jesus Christ requires being in fellowship with other believers. As Kathleen Norris 
observed it is through this fellowship that God is revealed to us and we grow in 
our faith. As with St. Paul, Dietrich Bonhoeffer also recognized while he was  
imprisoned that “The physical presence of other Christians is a source of  
incomparable joy and strength to the believer.”  

In this New Year it is our hope that we will be able to physically worship together 
and join in Christian fellowship events without any fear and that also we will  
extend an invitation to others to join us. In the words of Hebrews 10:24-25, “And 
let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.”     

Together in Fellowship with Christ, 

Pr. Nate Bjorge 

Faith’s Core 

Values:  

Discipleship, 
Hospitality, 

Prayer,  

Service,  

Stewardship, 

Worship,  
and Unity 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 
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Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 

Faith Lutheran Church 
303 18th St. SE 
Little Falls, MN 56345 
320-414-0533 
faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 
secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 

 

President’s Message 

Dear Friends and the Gracefully Broken!   

This is a story that was shared on Facebook by a dear friend who after 
suffering from cancer for several years recently passed away. We feel this  
is very applicable for our present times. 

I was in Dollar Tree last night, and there was a lady and two kids behind me 
in the LONG line. One was a big kid, and the other one was a toddler. The 
bigger one had a pack of glow sticks, and the toddler was screaming for 
them. The Mom opened the pack and gave him one which stopped his 
tears. He walked around with it smiling; but then the bigger boy took it,  
and the toddler started screaming again. Just as the Mom was about to 
fuss, the older child bent the glow stick and handed it back to the toddler. 
As we walked outside at the same time, the toddler noticed that the stick 
was now glowing; and his brother said, "I had to break it so that you could 
get the full effect from it." 

I almost ran, because l could hear God saying to me, "I had to break you to 
show you why I created you. You had to go through it so you could fulfill 
your purpose." 

That precious child was happy just swinging that "unbroken" glow stick 
around in the air, because he didn't understand what it was created to  
do - which was "glow". 

There are some people who will be content just "being," but some of us 
that God has chosen... we have to be "broken." 

We have to get sick.  
We have to lose a job.  
We go through a divorce.  
We have to bury our spouse, parents, best friend, or our child... 

In those moments of desperation, God is breaking us. But... when the 
breaking is done, then we will be able to see the reason for which we were 
created. So when you see us glowing, just know that we have been broken 
but healed by his grace and mercy!!! 

God Bless and keep our glowing congregation always,   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,  
George Sandy 
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Youth & Family Team 

Lamentations 3:21-23 has been water to my thirsty soul. It says, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I 
have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness.” In turning the calendar, I am tempted to put my hope in the 
fresh start of 2021 and 2020 “finally being over”... but I know the history of brokenness will continue  
because that is the cycle we find throughout the Bible and Jesus guarantees so himself in John 16:33 as he 
says we will face troubles in this world. I gravitate toward Lamentations 3 because it releases me from the 
fleeting hope this world tries to offer and helps me anchor my hope in Jesus--my eternal, lasting, Living 
Hope. When the waves, drought, tornado... pandemic comes, God will keep me steady.  

The youth ended the year with two different celebrations--the Christmas Party and New Year’s Eve Eve 
Bash. At the Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 16th, 6-12th graders made crafts, went  
head-to-head in Christmas-themed games and thanked God for his gift of Jesus through student-led  
worship. Additionally, they were able to reflect God’s giving heart by bringing a gift for a child at Hope 
at the Brickhouse in the Quad Cities. Later on Wednesday, December 30 at the New Year’s Eve Eve Bash 
high schoolers reflected on the ways God was present in 2020 and looked forward with great HOPE for 
2021 through a variety of hands-on prayer stations. They were also able to enjoy some games, including 
broomball.  

Starting out 2021 we will have a family youth ministry night on Wednesday, 
January 6 for youth and their parents. We will provide dinner, highlight  
winter youth events, reveal summer trips, and bond in a competitive game of 
family feud.  

God’s blessings in this New Year,  

Sara Stanton 

Congregational Life 
By the time you read this, Christmas will be past, however, let us all 
keep Christmas in our hearts throughout the new year!  
It saddens me to see how commercialized the Christmas season has become. Let us all stop 
the hustle and bustle and remember the real reason we celebrate is the birth of our Savior  
Jesus Christ! Happy Birthday Jesus !! 
Wishing everyone of you a happy and healthy 2021 ! 
From our Congregational Life Team, 
Beckie, Becky, Lois, Julie, Jody, Karen, Howie, Bev 
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December Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, December 17th, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke, Tom Lippert, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux,  
George Sandy, Renae Stueber, Karen Underhill, Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 

Absent: Howie Larsen 

The meeting was called to order by George Sandy 

Opening prayer led by Karen Underhill 

Justin Juelke moved and Jim Nelson seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Joel Hanson moved and Karen Underhill seconded to accept the November Council Minutes.  
Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Jim reported November turned out to be a very good month with $28,850 in revenue, this was 
over five Sundays. Year-to-date we are also doing well with $276,000 in expenses versus our budget of $280,000.  
Overall, we are $25,000 ahead of budget through November. Last year at this time we were borrowing from our reserve 
savings. This year, we have $20,000 in our General fund so we are doing much better. In the coming weeks we would 
like to clear out the Mission Pass through and make a Mortgage Principal payment after the final deposit of the year. 
Kennard Fellbaum moved and Justin Juelke seconded to clean out the Mortgage Principal fund with a payment to the 
principal after the final deposit. Motion carried. 

Joel Hanson moved and Tom Lippert seconded to accept the November Treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared some past Youth events including: College Care Packages the 
youth packed and sent to college students, Homework Hangouts which were poorly attended and will be discontinued, 
Farmers to Families food distribution volunteering which had 10 members help distribute food and the Youth Group 
Christmas Party. 

Upcoming events include the New Year’s Eve Eve Bash on Wednesday, December 30th, Youth Family night on January 
6th, the Winter retreat and the Youth Summer Trips Sara continues to plan. Justin Juelke moved and Denny Myers  
seconded to accept the Youth Director’s Report. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate requested to have December 27th off. Greg Hyatt has already agreed to fill in for him. 

The Christmas Eve Worship will continue as scheduled at 4pm on the 24th. Ash Wednesday is early in 2021 falling on 
February 17th so we should start looking forward toward the Lent season as well. 

Pastor Nate has also been doing some visits with those who are comfortable with it. 

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

Congregational Life Team: Over $1100 was raised by the Boutique sale but they are still looking for an area to  
designate the funds. 

Children’s Team: The Christmas skit was done on the 13th. They are discussing a sledding party if we get some 
snow. 

Finance & Management Team: Finance team continues to work on the Fire extinguishers. Dave ZumBerge moved 
and Denny Myers seconded to order two fire extinguisher boxes and signs for the other extinguishers. Motion  
carried. Finance team also looked over the budget and made some recommendations. 

Council Nomination Committee: We currently have 5 candidates for the council ideally, we would have 1-2 more so this 
team continues to work to find candidates willing to run for council. 

Staff Bonuses: Staff Bonuses were discussed, and amounts set. They will be paid out within the next week. Jim Nelson 
moved and Denny Myers seconded to get a 3-$100 gift cards for some volunteers around the church as well. Motion 
carried. 

New Business: 
Mission & Outreach Payments: The Mission team would like to send $500 each to; Faith Comforters International  
Missions, Kare Kloset, Matthew House and Hope at the Brick House. Joel Hanson moved and Kennard Fellbaum  
seconded to approve these payments. Motion carried. 

2021 Budget: The budget was reviewed and discussed. Several changes were  
suggested so it will be finalized at the January Council Meeting. Denny Myers moved and Karen Underhill seconded to 
set the Annual Meeting date as January 31, 2021. Motion carried. 

Tom Lippert moved and Renae Stueber seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
carried. 

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place January 21st, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance & Offering 

December 6: 132 $ 6,390 
December 13: 141 $ 6,027 
December 20: 142 $ 9,526 
December 24: 141  
December 27: 101 $ 4,912 


