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January 2020 Newsletter 
take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
We often hear people ask each other “What did you get for Christmas?” But they do not often 

ask “What did you give for Christmas?” Of course, Christmas is about receiving. “For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is given.” (Isaiah 9:8)  We have received the most precious gift in Jesus 

Christ. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,” And while Christmas is a time 

to receive it is also a time to give. As the magi opened their treasures and offered gifts to the 

Christ child we offer gifts to others at Christmas in celebration of Jesus’ birth.   

But the magi not only offered gifts, they also worshipped the Christ child. Going all the way back 

to the first family, we find that worship and stewardship belong together. Worship and  

Stewardship are two of our congregation’s seven core values. Biblical stewardship is the  

commitment of one’s entire self, including time, talents, and possessions, to God’s service. “For 

we are God’s fellow workers.” (1 Cor. 3:9) We are stewards over all that God has provided and 

are to use these gifts to glorify God.  

St. Paul in writing to the church at Corinth, states that, “God will be glorified by your submission 

flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contributions… 

For the ministry of service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in 

many thanksgivings to God.” (2 Cor. 9:12)  Paul is telling the church that when they recognize 

who God is and what God has done for them in Jesus Christ, their natural response is one of  

worship and stewardship. In Romans 12:1, Paul writes, “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” In other words, we are to offer our 

whole life back to God in thanksgiving for the new life that we have through Jesus Christ. 

The magi did not have to be told to worship the Christ child, or to lay down their treasures as an 

offering to him. This was their natural response at witnessing the birth of the Son of God. Jesus 

said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) God calls us His 

“treasured people.” (Deut. 26:18 1 Peter 2:9)  The magi followed the star and drew near to Jesus. 

In this New Year may we draw near to Jesus through our worship and stewardship, glorifying 

God with all of our heart. 

Happy & Blessed New Year!  

Pr. Nate Bjorge   
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President’s Message 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Walking outside on a quiet winter morning, I cannot help but notice how frost 
covers everything. I think of frost as God taking a deep breath at night then 
exhaling in the morning. He wants to renew everything. His breath touching 
every living and nonliving thing changing it, making it sparkle, making it  
reflect His light. Notice how the crystals of His breath cling to every blade of 
grass, every twig, every hair on the coat of a lumbering old beef cow, every 
surface of His creation. "From the breath of God ice is made, And the  
expanse of the waters is frozen. Job 37: 10   
Here is a quote by John Burroughs I’d like to share and then change a bit. 
"It is the life of the crystal, the architect of the flake, the fire of the frost, the 
soul of the sunbeam. This crisp winter air is full of it. "     --John Burroughs 
"He is the life of the crystal, the architect of the flake, the fire of the frost, the 
soul of the sunbeam. This crisp winter air is full of Him." 
Let God’s light reflect off you this season. Breathe in the crisp winter air and 
breathe out good words and good works friends of Faith. 

Merry Frosty Christmas, and Happy Frost Covered New Year,  
George Sandy  
 

Pictures from the Early-Out Bash on December 4th. 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 

Ephesians 6:16 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/themes/Job/37/9
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Youth & Family Team 

Galatians 5:1 says, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 

be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” One of our main events coming up in January is the Better  

Together Event: A Night about Human Trafficking and is a community event open to 6-12 grade students, 

parents, and community members. Human trafficking denies physical freedom from 24.9 million people 

from around the world (20,000 of those being in the United States.) Christ has promised to break the yoke 

of spiritual oppression. He came to set us and these victims free. The Night about Human Trafficking Event 

will be at Faith on Friday, January 31 from 7:00-9:30 PM. Terebinth Refuge’s executive director,  

Cece Trelouw, and a sex trafficking survivor will be joining us to share their stories. Terebinth Refuge is a 

Christ-centered transitional home for survivors of human trafficking, located in St. Cloud. At the event we 

will also have worship, prayer, a free-will donation, supply drive, and an ice cream sundae bar to follow.  

Other upcoming youth ministry events include the High School Winter Retreat on Saturday, January 18 to 

Monday, January 20 over MLK weekend, at Lake Beauty Bible Camp. The theme is Pause: learning to seek 

God. We live in a face-pace world with a lot of distractions and demands for our attention. The retreat will 

be a weekend of refreshment, growth, and fun.  

The youth and families have two opportunities to serve our community by volunteering at the food shelf this 

month on January 16 from 3:30-5PM or January 23rd from 5:20-8PM.  

Other exciting news includes youth having the opportunity to go on TWO trips this summer! One option is a 

Youthworks mission trip to Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. This trip is just for high schoolers and 

is June 14-19. High school students will have the opportunity to serve WITH God in the poorest county in 

the United States by partnering with area nonprofits, completing work projects, or leading Kid’s Club. The 

second option is Noah’s Ark in Buena Vista, Colorado on July 5-10. Students who have finished 6th -12th 

grade can enjoy God’s creation and take steps of faith through hiking in the mountains, camping along the 

Arkansas River, rock climbing, relaxing in hot springs, and white water rafting. There will be an interest 

meeting Wednesday, January 8 at 6PM with more information. Register by 2/5 to save money on trip costs!  

All for God’s glory,  

Sara Stanton  
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December Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, December 19th, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Rich Collins, Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke, Howie Larsen, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux,  
George Sandy, Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 
Absent: Kennard Fellbaum, Kelly Olson and Ally White 
The meeting was called to order by George Sandy.  
Opening prayer led by Denny Myers 

Howie Larsen moved and Justin Juelke seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Justin Juelke moved and Joel Hanson seconded to accept the November Council 
minutes. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Cheryl Rioux reported our Profit & Loss shows a loss of $8789 for November. That 
compensates for the inflated profit we showed last month with the donations to the Family Emergency Fund 
and the plane tickets for the Jamaica Mission Team. 
Our income target is 92% and we are at 87%. Our expenses are at 88% so they are in line with each other. 
Our general fund is the most concerning, it sits at $1,146 which is down from $25,000 at the beginning of 
the year. We will have to go into our reserve savings next year if the income doesn’t increase.  
The $4,300 in the Youth Director Fund will be used to cover Sara Stanton’s payroll as that’s what it was do-
nated for.  
Jim Nelson moved and Denny Myers seconded to approve the November Treasurer’s reports. Motion car-
ried.  
Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton reported that she has 20 youth signed up for the Noah’s Ark trip 
and 10 so far for the Pine Ridge YouthWorks trip. She also has events planned for the next few months. In-
cluding the New Year’s Eve Eve Party and the Youth Winter Retreat in January.  
Pastor’s Report: Christmas Eve worship will be at 4 pm on Christmas Eve as usual.  
Pastor Nate would like to take the 29th off. Greg Hyatt has said he will preach that day. 
Adult Bible Study will begin again on January 12th with the Case for Faith by Lee Strobel.  
The Annual Meeting will be on Sunday January 26th at 10:30 a.m. 
Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports:  

Finance Team: The Finance Team mostly covered the 2020 budget. Nate’s Annual review was complet-
ed as well. 

Youth & Family Team: The Youth Team has struggled with some scheduling conflicts but they were 
able to have a meeting and scheduled events for the first six months of 2020.  

Proposed Constitution and By-Laws Changes: The Proposed changes have been released to the congregation 
and will be voted on at the annual meeting. They must pass by 2/3 majority for them to be accepted.  
Council Candidates: The current council candidates are: George Sandy, running for his second term, Ally 
White, running for her second term, Tom Lippert and Karen Underhill. The Nominating team will continue 
to work to find more candidates.  
New Business:  
Spectrum Phone: Cheryl Rioux will speak to Charter/Spectrum to try to get our monthly phone rate de-
creased.  
Payment Vouchers: HELPS International (Mission Team): The Mission Team would like to help fund the 
Stove Project Mission in Guatemala with a payment of $1500. Howie Larsen moved and Joel Hanson se-
conded to pay this voucher. Motion carried.  
Compassion International (Mission Team): Faith currently sponsors a child through Compassion and would 
like to continue to sponsor for 2020. This would cost $456 for the year. Joel Hanson moved and Justin Juel-
ke seconded to pay this voucher. Motion carried.  
2020 Budget: The 2020 budget was presented as approved by the Finance 
Team. Denny Myers moved and Howie Larsen seconded to accept the budg-
et for $306,037. Motion carried.   
The meeting closed with prayer. 
The next meeting will take place January 16th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance 
& Offering 

December 1: 82 $ 4,568 
December 8: 201 $ 5,944 
December 15: 166 $ 2,931 
December 22: 163 $ 4,047 
December 29: 95 $ 6,181 


