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November 2019 Newsletter 
From Pastor Nate . . . . 
As we celebrate our 10th year as a congregation we are reminded that our God is a God of providence. 
When we think back ten years ago, many of us were wondering what’s next, where will we go from here? 
Kate and I had put our house up for sale and I began praying and trying to discern if it was time to find  
another vocation. My experience as a disciple of Jesus Christ is that God always provides a way. And we 
were blessed by the Holy Spirit moving and guiding the hearts of a number of saints who gathered to  
worship at a room at St. Gabriel’s Hospital. Although they were uncertain where God would lead them, 
they trusted in the authority of the Word of God and His providence. 

This group of followers were led to form a new congregation and I was called to serve as their pastor. As 
the people of Israel wandered in the wilderness, we found ourselves wandering from place to place over the 
next several years. God was faithful and provided in countless ways for us, often through the grace and 
generosity of others. Amazingly within a year we were able to purchase 32 acres for a building site. Nearly 
four years later we dedicated our new church building. As St. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12, “we are one 
body made up of many members,” all using our gifts to build up the body. We care for one another, suffer 
together, and also rejoice with one another as we trust in the promises of God given through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Even though our wandering is over, as we now have a place of worship and prayer to call our home, our 
journey is not over. As St. Paul states, “I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring 
it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) Until that day God has a plan and purpose for 
us as individuals and as a congregation. We are to continue to grow in our faith and good works as we 
make disciples of others. This past year, God graciously called Sara Stanton to serve as the Director of 
Youth & Family Ministries to disciple our youth and expand our outreach to other youth in the community. 
The focus for our family of Faith needs to remain on mission within our community and throughout the 
world, trusting that Jesus is with us “always, to the end of the age.”  

From the wandering and uncertainty of where God would lead us ten years ago, we can now look back and 
see how God has provided for us along the way. And while we may wonder where we will be ten years 
from now, we can continue to trust in God’s providence. God has provided us with His armor, so that we 
may “be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.” (Ephesians 6:10) So let us continue to hold 
up the shield of faith and to be bold in the faith as we witness to God’s grace, love and forgiveness for all 
His people.    

Together in Faith, 
Pastor Nate Bjorge 

 

 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 
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Congregational Life Meeting 

“Go my children, with My blessing, never alone” 
This beautiful hymn was sung by Howie, our daughter, and grand daughter at our 
grandson’s confirmation at Maple Sheyenne Lutheran church in Harwood, North 
Dakota on Sunday. The entire song sends a beautiful message not only to the 
confirmands, but to all of us. We celebrated Confirmation here at Faith on  
Sunday, also. Ten young men and women were confirmed, and we ask God’s 
blessing on them as they continue their journey of faith and walk with Jesus. 
Our “10th Faith Anniversary” celebration will be held on Sunday,  
November 3rd. Music, food, speakers, games, bonfire, slide show and great  
fellowship. We have invited the entire community and surrounding churches.  
Let’s pack the church and give glory to God for His many blessings! 
Our senior citizen’s luncheon was well attended. Judy Glaze and Pat Quinn spoke 
on genealogy. 
Our annual Christmas boutique and bake sale will be held on Saturday,  
December 7th. There will be homemade crafts of all kinds, gift baskets, and of 
course tables of delicious baked goods. 
Wishing everyone a blessed Thanksgiving from our “team”, 
Bev , Beckie, Becky, Lois, Julie, Jody, Ally, Rich 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 
 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 
 
Faith Lutheran Church 
303 18th St. SE 
Little Falls, MN 56345 
320-414-0533 

faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 
secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 

 

President’s Message 
Hello Friends, 
Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn and caldron bubble.” Macbeth (William Shakespeare) 
Scared? 
The calendar says we are close to Halloween. That makes me think of times in my 
life when I’ve been definitely, legitimately scared. We’ve all been there.  
Hunting in Colorado several years ago, I found myself alone, lost, and in snow up 
to my waist. Looking back probably my biggest scare was being alone. Terrified to 
face something alone. Being raised with nine siblings and then marrying into a  
family of six and being extremely blessed with good friends, I have never really felt 
alone. So alone was/is new to me and scary. Also it was scary to not know where to 
go…….. Somebody is always telling me where to go. ;) GPS and cell phones do 
not, I repeat DO NOT work in the Colorado mountains! I’m no Copernicus, so the 
stars weren’t even much help.  Scary.       
I’m used to pulling a propane hose through waist deep snow, but I really don’t want 
to walk alone on a dark mountain not knowing where to go, trudging through deep, 
deep snow. AND hunting is supposed to be fun! Not scary!    
Needless to say, I made it out, brought home some delicious elk and can laugh 
about it now. But reflecting, I wasn’t alone. I had/have the best friend in the world, 
Jesus. Not footprints in the sand but deep heavy boot stomps in the snow, carrying 
me when I couldn’t go on. I also know as a member of Faith I am never alone.  
Jesus and my fellow members will lift me up and support me. In the darkest,  
scariest times of our lives, light is provided by our Savior showing the way, GPS 
(God’s Positioning System). He sends information to us on the ground, like a  
sat-e--LIGHT!!! God is good! As for the waist deep snow, well we all know the 
devil is at work bogging us down.   
Lots of things, most things in life are scary. But let us be BOLD! Trudge through 
the night, through the scary times, through the white, blinding stuff that bogs us 
down and trudge forward to new scary things that boldly proclaim our Savior. 
If I had allowed my heart to be quiet on that mountain, I would have realized  
John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not  let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Please do 
not be afraid to be bold! We are Christians in the dark, in the light, in the blinding 
snow, on a beautiful summer day, alone, together! Wherever we are! God is our 
GPS !     
Happy Halloween, George 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-27.html
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Youth & Family Team 

God has been calling me into deeper awe and intimacy of Him--the Great King above all Gods. Psalm 95:2 
encourages God’s children to enter into His presence with thanksgiving and to worship with joyful noises 
and songs of praise. As we enter a season of Thanksgiving, I invite you to join me to increase your awe and 
intimacy of our Heavenly Father by reflecting in His presence with a thankful heart. I pray that God has 
blessed you with many things to reflect on and be thankful for, but if you are in a season where blessing 
seems to be distant, you can still enter God’s presence with thanksgiving for sending Jesus to be our Savior 
and Mediator--we will never lose that blessing!  

In terms of youth and family ministry, we have so much to be thankful for because as God promises in 
Ephesians 3, God yearns to do “far more abundantly than all that we ask or think” when we allow Jesus to 
work through us. We witnessed the blessings of community, provision, joy, and service this past month 
through Fields of Faith, Paintball, Romans and Christians, and volunteering at the Morrison County Food 
Shelf.  

Fields of Faith, is a Fellowship of Christian Athletes event held at the LF school. Confirmation and Youth 
Group attended this event on October 9th, with their peers and other community members. They were  
encouraged by prayer, worship, scripture and united as a Christian community.  

We hosted an afternoon of paintball on Sunday, October 13th. The Hyatt family worked hard preparing the 
course with barriers and trimming the trails in the woods so we could play. Beyond the fun of playing, 
youth heard a devotion focusing on spiritual warfare and the “flaming darts” of the evil one and how God 
provides protection from these temptations through his Word, sending his Son, and being united with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Romans and Christians was held inside on Friday, October 25th from 7:30-10 PM. Youth searched for the 
“light” representing the church, while learning about the 215 million persecuted brothers and sisters in 
Christ around the world and the extreme conditions they face in order to worship Jesus. We reflected on 
why Jesus is worthy of this worship and also wrote notes of encouragement to be sent to some of these  
persecuted believers.  

One of the events I have especially enjoyed this month is volunteering at the Morrison County Food Shelf 
with our families. It has been amazing to witness youth and parents allow the light of Christ to shine 
through them as they bless our neighbors. One way I saw God work while serving this past month was when 
God provided for a customer’s specific need. The customer came in and hoped to receive a birthday cake, 
since their child had a birthday later that week, and thankfully Coborn’s had donated one birthday cake that 
week. The child would be able to celebrate their birthday with a cake!  

To kick November off, we have a High School Lock-in event November 1st. Youth will have the chance to 
connect deeper with God and their friends through worship, food, an escape room, exciting games (and little 
sleep). We also have  
Operation Christmas Child shopping and packing coming up November 6th. The youth will shop together,  
thoughtfully pack boxes, and individually pray over each box.  

With Thanksgiving,  

Sara Stanton  
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October Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, October 17th, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 
Present: Joel Hanson, Howie Larsen, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson, George Sandy, Dave ZumBerge and  
Pastor Nate 
Absent: Rich Collins, Kennard Fellbaum, Justin Juelke, Kelly Olson, Cheryl Rioux and Ally White 
The meeting was called to order by George Sandy. George also noted that there was no quorum.   
Opening prayer led by George Sandy 

Joel Hanson moved and Howie Larsen seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Denny Myers moved and Jim Nelson seconded to accept the September Council 
minutes. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Property repair cost is high because the security system expense was placed there 
but it will be moved to a fixed asset account. We remain under budget in comparison to our expenses for 
2018. We are at 69% of our budget, which looks good. The checking account is now holding steady.  
Cheryl Rioux’s recommendation for the new account software is Icon Systems which is $539 a year. This 
was approved by the Finance Team. Howie Larsen moved and Jim Nelson seconded to move forward with 
Icon Systems. Motion carried. Final approval will take place at the November Council Meeting. 
Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared events in the past month including See You At 
the Pole, Fields of Faith and Paintball as well as upcoming events: Romans and Christians which is  
scheduled for Friday, October 25th, The High School Lock-in which is scheduled for Friday, November 1 
as well as their food shelf volunteering which will continue and the Youth’s commitment to help pack 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reported that he had been doing many visitations.   
The Adult Education class on Prayer is going well with 15-20 people each Sunday. 
The planning continues for the 10th Anniversary celebration coming up on November 3rd.  
October 27th will be Confirmation and we have ten students who will be confirmed. 
Pastor Nate is also starting to plan the Christmas program which will be done by the Confirmation class 
this year.  
Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports:  

Congregational Life: Planning for the 10th Anniversary Celebration continues and the Congregational 
Life team is in charge of the Senior lunch for October and have a speaker lined up to talk on  
genealogy.  

Proposed Constitution and By-Laws Changes: The final list of changes will be approved next month. 
Security Camera System: The security system is scheduled to be installed on Monday, October 28th. 
Church staff and the volunteer security team will have access to the cameras.  
New Business:  
Council Nominating Team & Audit Team: The Council nominating team will need to be assembled by  
November 1st. Howie Larsen and Jim Nelson will be on this team and they will find 3 congregation  
members to join as well. Rich Collins, Kelly Olson, George Sandy and Ally White are all at the end of 
their term. They are all eligible to run for a second term. Howie Larsen set up an external audit with  
Tom Kotval. This will be scheduled once the 2019 books are closed. 
Roadside Cleanup: Roadside cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, October 26th at 10:00 a.m. George Sandy 
will make an announcement at church on Sunday. 
Addresses of Former Members: Former members are being invited to the 10th Anniversary celebration.  
A few invitations have been returned so we will continue to look for a way to contact these former  
members.  
The meeting closed with prayer. 
The next meeting will take place November 21st at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary Attendance 

& Offering 

October 6: 168 $ 6,538 
October 13: 146 $ 3,558 
October 20: 166 $ 7,186 
October 27: 271 $ 3,714 


