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February 2020 Newsletter 
take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
Vince Lombardi became a legendary coach because he knew how to build teams that could win games 

and win championships. He became a winning coach because he understood the importance of  

developing team unity. Here is one of his many quotes on teamwork, “The challenge of every team is to 

build a feeling of oneness, of dependence on one another and of strength to be derived by unity, because 

the question is usually not how well each person performs, but how well they work together.” 

Lombardi was a devout Catholic and is said to have attended mass daily throughout his life. At a young 

age he had even considered becoming a priest. From his quote above it appears that he was likely familiar 

with the Bible’s emphasis on unity, such as when St. Paul writes, “For the body does not consist of one 

member but of many… The eye cannot say to the hand ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the 

feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the contrary, God has so composed the body so that all the parts are  

indispensable so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care 

for one another.” (1 Corinthians 12)     

Unity is one of our congregation’s seven core values. It is one that is necessary if we are going to fulfill 

our Mission Statement: As children of God, we are called to love, glorify and submit to the living Christ, 

ministering to others by the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. There can be no spectators on a team. 

All of the members have to be prepared to contribute. St. Paul tells us that ALL are gifted and  

empowered by God. (1 Cor. 12:4-5) In his letter to the church at Philippi, Paul gives thanks to them for 

their “partnership in the Gospel.” (1:4) Paul knew that the work of ministry required everyone’s  

participation.  

As I wrote about in my Annual Report, we have built the trellis (infrastructure), and now we need to  

focus on the Vine work. This means we need to nourish our own faith and to equip one another for the 

ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

Vince Lombardi also stated, “Individual commitment to a group effort - that is what makes a team work, 
a company work, a society work, a civilization work.” In order for a team or a congregation to be unified 
the members have to be committed to its mission. And our mission will not be complete “Until we all  

attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature personhood, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13)  

United in Christ! 

Pr. Nate Bjorge 
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President’s Message 
Dear Faith Friends, 
Faith members have always been beyond generous givers. Last year we approved a 
budget and were able to stay within that budget. We do have an excellent pastor and 
support staff; a fantastic facility and all of these things also need to be supported. 
The giving to sustain our church building and staff, the general fund giving, is down 
about $2000 a month and that is where I’m asking you to consider giving a little 
more as we truly are a blessed and fortunate community of Faith.  
Our community of Faith Lutheran has had a huge year! We are making going to 
church great again! We are safer after installation of our new security system.  
Sara Stanton has completed her first year at Faith and there are many cool youth 
events happening! We have a great community here at Faith. When I break down the 
word community, it looks like this  
C-Called Called is mentioned in 726 verses in the Bible. As members of Faith  
Community we are called to action. We have so many members who have accepted 
the call to action, joining a committee, teaching, greeting. Maybe this is your year to 
hear the call that is pulling on your heart to get involved.   
O-Offering Offering is mentioned 523 times in the Bible. As members of the  
Community of Faith we offer our time, talents and money to help sustain our 
church. Our offering coffers could use a boost. If you as part of this community 
could see to increase your offering by just $5 per week, it would make a huge  
difference in meeting our operating obligations. 
M-Made Made is mentioned 1648 times in the Bible. We are indeed made in His 
image, made to serve, made to be a part of His community.  
Another M-this one for MY My is mentioned 3441 times in the Bible makes me 
think of my contribution, my abilities, my pocketbook. I will be taking a long hard 
look at what my contributions are and what my new contributions can be this year.  
U-is for Up Up mentioned 2551 times in the Bible. We hold each other up in prayer, 
up in an icy parking lot, up in spirits, up in so many ways. Keep looking UP! 
N-is for Now Now is mentioned a lot 1692 times. And Now is the time to give, now 
is the time to get involved. This world needs us NOW.       
I-is for In In is mentioned over 6660 times. We should be in church,  
involved, instrumental, including, introducing, inspired!   
T-is for Together Together is in 610 verses in the Bible. Together we can continue 
to grow this church and spread the Word of God.  
Y-is for You You is in 2145 verses, Yes! You and your gifts are important. You are 
an integral part of our church. You are God’s hands and feet here on Earth.  
All part of this great community.   
Now, I’ve heard talk of impeachment of the council president. I think we should all 
be careful of fake news, because I think 2020 is going to be HUGE.  
And a huge thank you for allowing me to serve again on your council,  
George Sandy 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 

Ephesians 6:16 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

Congregational Life 
Our team met on January 7th. We discussed some of the events which are coming 
up in the new year. 
We will be hosting the February Senior Lunch on February 18th.  The menu and 
speaker will be decided on at our February meeting. 
Our “suggestion box” is being made and will soon be placed in the gathering 
space.  Please watch for it and put your suggestions in it! 
It seems early to be talking about our annual garage sale/bake sale, however it’s 
time to start cleaning those closets and cupboards!  Our sale is usually the first 
Saturday in May.  A definite date will be posted later. 
Our team will be the same as last year except for the new council reps. 
Members of our team are, Beckie Ottman, Becky Boody, Lois Erickson, Jody Cox, 
Julie Shelstad, Bev Larsen.  Our new council reps are Howie Larsen and  
Karen Underhill.  
Please contact any one of our team with ideas, suggestions, and comments. 
Happy New Year and stay warm and safe. 
Bev Larsen for the team 
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Youth & Family Team 

God says in Jeremiah 29 (MSG) “When you call on me, when you come and pray to me, I’ll listen. When 
you come looking for me, you’ll find me. Yes, when you get serious about finding me and want it more than 
anything else, I’ll make sure you won’t be disappointed.” These are the promises I trusted in as we learned 
about seeking God at our High School Winter Retreat at Lake Beauty Bible Camp over MLK weekend.  
Our retreat’s theme was Pause, focusing on how we seek God through Bible study and prayer in the midst 
of a demanding and busy schedule. Given the fast-paced lives most of us live, I think we all could have 
learned something from the retreat. It is extremely hard to prioritize time with God--teenager or adult.  
The youth heard they were made for relationship with God and out of His worthiness (not out of obligation) 
we should want to spend time with our Creator and loving Heavenly Father.  

The other main youth and family event in January is A Night about Human Trafficking, happening Friday, 
January 31st 7-9:30 PM at Faith. It is a Better Together Event, meaning area youth groups are partnering to 
put on this event which is open to 6-12th grade students, parents, and community members. Terebinth  
Refuge’s executive director, Cece Trelouw, and a sex trafficking survivor will be joining us to share their 
stories. Terebinth Refuge is a Christ-centered transitional home for survivors of human trafficking located 
in St. Cloud. At the event we will also have worship, prayer, a free-will donation, supply drive, and an ice 
cream sundae bar to follow.  

Summer youth trips registration is now open! Register and turn in your $100 deposit by 2/5 to save on total 
trip cost. The two summer trip options include a Youthworks mission trip to Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota for 9th-12 graders from June 14-19. High school students will have the opportunity to serve 
WITH God in the poorest county in the United States by partnering with area nonprofits, completing work 
projects, or leading Kid’s Club. The second option is a Summer Adventure Trip to Noah’s Ark in Buena 
Vista, Colorado on July 5-10. Students who have finished 6th -12th grade can enjoy God’s creation and take 
steps of faith through hiking in the mountains, camping along the Arkansas River, rock climbing, relaxing 
in hot springs, and white water rafting.  

Lastly, you won’t want to miss Faith, Family and (ice) Fishing coming up on Sunday, February 9th from  
12-5 PM. We are tentatively planning on fishing Platte Lake near Hillman. This event is for all ages. We 
will caravan from the church at 12PM. Don’t have ice fishing equipment? We have got you covered! Come  
enjoy fellowship with the family of Faith. 

All for God’s glory, 
Sara Stanton 
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January Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, January 16th, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 
Present: Rich Collins, Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Howie Larsen, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux, George 
Sandy,  
Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 
Absent: Justin Juelke, Denny Myers, Kelly Olson and Ally White 
The meeting was called to order by George Sandy.  
Opening prayer led by Jim Nelson 

Rich Collins moved and Howie Larsen seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Dave ZumBerge moved and Joel Hanson seconded to accept the December Council 
minutes. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Cheryl Rioux reported our Profit & Loss shows a net income of $931. Expenses ran at 
budget for 2019 but our Fund Balance shows a negative general fund at the end of the year. We are short 
over $1000 a month for operating expenses. Our general fund began the year at $25,000 and is now negative 
so that is what took the shortfall over the year. The net change to all funds was $13,000 which is in line with 
the change to the Family Emergency Fund. 
The Finance Team recommends a transfer of $5,000 from Reserve Savings to the General Fund. Jim Nelson 
moved and Rich Collins seconded to approve this transfer. Motion carried. 
Howie Larsen moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to approve the December Treasurer’s reports. Motion 
carried.  
Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton reported on some upcoming events including the Human Traffick-
ing event coming up on January 31st and the Family (Ice) Fishing event on February 9th. As well as the Sum-
mer Youth Trip and Summer Mission Trip. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reported that several members have declining health and have been placed on 
Hospice Care.  
Adult Education started Sunday, January 12th with the Case for Faith.  
Pastor Nate is looking to set up an event for Valentine’s Day, a vow renewal for married couples.  
New Member Sunday will be January 26th before the Annual Meeting. Howie Larsen moved and Dave 
ZumBerge seconded to approve Robin Jones and Greg & Jackie Rutten and their daughter Jadyn as new 
members. Motion carried.  
Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports:  

Congregational Life Team: Teen Challenge will be coming the 22nd of March so they are planning for 
that Brunch as well as the New Member Sunday on the 26th of January. 

Finance Team: Jim Nelson moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to move the $500 from the scholar-
ship fund into a new fund for a new copy machine. Motion carried. 

New Business:  
Family Emergency Fund Request: A member requested a loan from the Family Emergency Fund to help 
them move into a new place. After discussion, the terms were set for the loan. Howie Larsen moved and 
Rich Collins seconded to loan $2500 from the Family Emergency Fund to this member. Motion carried. 
The meeting closed with prayer. 
Joel Hanson moved and Howie Larsen seconded to adjourn the January Council Meeting. Motion carried. 

The next meeting will take place February 20th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance 
& Offering 

January 5: 157  
January 12: 141 $ 8,567 
January 19: 119 $ 8,255 
January 26: 166 $ 5,056 

Our Core Values:  

Discipleship, Hospitality, Prayer,  

Service, Stewardship, Worship, and Unity 


