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December 2019 Newsletter take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
One of our seven core values as a congregation is to worship God through His Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. One might ask, why do we worship? As we see in Psalm 100,  
worship is a response to knowing who God is and what God has done for us.   

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  Serve the Lord with gladness! 
    Come into his presence with singing!  Know that the Lord, he is God! 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!  For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

It is a natural response to thank and even praise someone who has sacrificially helped us. Our 
God has not only created us and provided us with an awe-inspiring planet, God has also  
redeemed us and given us the promise of eternal life through His own sacrifice of His Son. When 
we hear and come to faith in God and His provisions and promises it is natural to respond with 
worship. 

We can go to church, sing songs, listen to sermons, but this does not mean we have worshiped. 
As Jesus says, “we are to worship in spirit and truth.” Jesus also quoted the prophet Isaiah in  
stating, “This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me: in vain do they 
worship me.” (Matthew 15:8-9) As Paul claims, worship requires that we believe in our hearts 
and surrender ourselves to God. We cannot do this without the presence of the Holy Spirit. This 
is why prayer is so important to our ability to worship in spirit and truth. We need to call upon 
the Holy Spirit to intercede for us and prepare our hearts as we enter into worship. 

We worship because the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever! And God had revealed 
His love for us through His Son. “And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’” (Luke 2:10-11) 

Merry Christmas from our family to yours! 

Pr. Nate Bjorge 
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Attendance 
& Offering 

November 3: 210 $ 7,061 
November 10: 106 $ 3,595 
November 17: 157 $ 3,791 
November 24: 266 $ 3,631 

Mission & Outreach Team 

Mission & Outreach Team closing out 2019 support, makes plans for 2020   

Faith Lutheran once again served as a collection site for Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan's 
Purse, an international Christian relief and evangelism organization headed by Franklin Graham. Faith’s  
successful efforts were spearheaded by co-chairs Bev Hinrichs and Bette Kalisch, which led to 680 boxes being 
collected.   

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in need 
around the world, and together with the local churches, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 1993  
Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 168 million shoeboxes to children in over 
160 countries and territories. For many of these children, the gift‑filled shoebox is the first gift they have  
ever received.  Special thanks are extended to Bev and Bette and all their volunteers for assisting with this highly 
visible ministry. 

In other Mission & Outreach Team news, Faith Lutheran budgeted gifts included $200 each to the Nicaragua  
mission and the Sunbeam Boys Home in Jamaica, as well as $500 to Kinship. The team heard a presentation from 
Mouna Toure and Jenna Kull on The Brickhouse in the Quad Cities, where Faith’s Youth Group participated in a 
mission trip.  Mouna and Jenna issued a strong endorsement that the ministry was worthy of Mission &  
Outreach Team support.  As a result of their recommendation, the team provided a $500 gift, which was  
approved by the Faith Council at its November meeting. 

Finally, the team will be setting its 2020 budget and making its final 2019 gifts at its Dec. 4 meeting.  Anyone with  
ministries that they would like to see Faith support are invited to contact team members, which include  
Kim Juelke, Linda Lippert, Bev Hinrichs, Maureen Miller, Howie Larsen, Kennard Fellbaum, Pastor Nate and  
Pat Rioux. 

President’s Message 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
On a recent trip to visit our daughter Ashley, her husband, Josh, and two of our grandbabies, Ashley  
announced (not that she had to) that Elyisia needed a diaper change. Whew! This was a good and needed 
change. One of the reasons I love living in Minnesota is the change in the seasons, beautiful interesting,  
always new. Again, this change is good. Change in the weather can also be good, a storm passes, relief comes. 
We all deal with change every day. Change,  
adjustment, revision, shift, transformation.   

Hebrews 13:8 says “Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

He is unchanging. But His love can change us.   

“Love can change a person the way a parent can change a baby awkwardly and often with a great deal of 
mess.” author Lemony Snicket. 

God is working here at Faith.  He helped us through a bit of a mess ten years ago, changed our path. He helps 
us daily to change adjust, revise, shift, transform our lives and our church. In this time of giving thanks, I am 
especially thankful for God’s power to change us, mold us. 

Author 

Eddie Espinosa 

Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true. 
Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You. 
You are the potter, I am the clay, 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true. 
Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You. 

My Thanksgiving wish is that God will continue to change me, mold me, all of us every day.  
Happy Thanksgiving,  
George 

https://wordtoworship.com/artists/692
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Youth & Family Team 

Throughout the Bible God takes on many names and titles. From the hundreds of titles He is given, 

Immanuel is one my favorite. Matthew 1:23 tells us Immanuel means “God with us”. Thinking 

about this deeper, Immanuel means that God humbled himself to dwell among us in human flesh so 

that He could help us in our fleshly temptations and make the atonement for our sins. (Hebrews 

2:17-18) God with us, shows God’s faithfulness for the long-awaited Messiah promised in Isaiah 

7:14. God with us, fills me with peace, knowing that He continues to remain with His children  

guiding and empowering us through the Holy Spirit.  

As we enter the Advent Season, there is no better way to be reminded of Immanuel’s arrival then 

worshipping Him together. On Sunday, December 8th, Faith’s youth will travel together with other 

area youth groups to the Reason Concert in Alexandria where Rend Collective and Hollyn will lead 

us in worship.  

The youth group will also be celebrating Christmas together by giving. On Wednesday, December 

4th, high school youth have the opportunity to go shopping for Christmas gifts for Hope at the 

Brickhouse kids. Hope at the Brickhouse is one of the organizations we worked with in the Quad 

Cities on our summer mission trip and giving Christmas gifts is one of the ways the youth decided 

we would continue serving when we returned. Youth are encouraged to bring an offering to go  

towards these gifts. Closer to home, there will be another opportunity for youth to give their time 

through restocking shelves at the Morrison County Food Shelf on Thursday, December 19 from 

3:30-5. We are still looking for two volunteers, so let Sara know if you are interested.  

Lastly, on Monday, December 30th we will gather to reflect on 2019 and celebrate 2020 together at 

the New Year’s Eve Eve Bash from 8pm-midnight. We will have worship, broomball, food and 

board games for 6-12 graders.  

May you feel the comfort of Immanuel this Christmas season, 

Sara Stanton 
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November Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, November 21st, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 
Present: Rich Collins, Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke, Howie Larsen, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux,  
George Sandy, Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 
Absent: Denny Myers, Kelly Olson and Ally White 
The meeting was called to order by George Sandy.  
Opening prayer led by Howie Larsen 

Justin Juelke moved and Rich Collins seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Howie Larsen moved and Joel Hanson seconded to accept the September Council minutes.  
Motion carried.  
Sarah also shared the proposed tax bill for the church property and a letter from MinistryWorks stating our payroll 
fees will be going up slightly for 2020. 

Treasurer’s Report: Cheryl Rioux reported that our net income for October was $15,000. Most of this was toward 
the Family Emergency Fund. Our target is 83% of our budget which we are behind on but our expenses are behind as 
well. Kennard Fellbaum moved and Jim Nelson seconded to accept the October Treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 
Howie Larsen moved and Dave ZumBerge seconded to pay the Trang family $12,047 from the Family Emergency 
Fund toward their purchase of an accessible van. Motion carried. The Family Emergency Fund still has $1745 in it.  
Cheryl also reported that all budget worksheets are out to the ministry teams. 
Cheryl proposes ICONSystems as our new financial and congregation management software. This will cost $539/year. 
The Finance Team also approves of this expense. Justin Juelke moved and Joel Hanson seconded to move forward 
with ICONSystems. Motion carried.  
Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton is at a Youth Conference this week. She shared her report with many  
activities the youth participated in and several upcoming plans. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reported the Middle School Confirmation students will be doing the Christmas program 
this year. This will be on December 15th during worship. 
Sundays we have been working our way through the book of Acts but we will be going back to the church calendar for 
Advent. We will likely resume Acts in January. 
Pastor Nate is still visiting many members in poor health. 
Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports:  

Congregational Life: Bev Larsen gave a gift card for $150 to Richard and Dana Fernelius to thank them for their 
catering at the 10th Anniversary celebration. The flyers for the Christmas boutique sale have been hung up 
around town. The Thanksgiving Eve Worship with Pie Social is ready to go as well.  

Mission Team: The Mission team is giving $2100 to the Jamaica Mission Team as scholarships. This was a  
budgeted amount. The Jamaica Team will be gone December 26th to January 3rd. The Mission Team is looking 
to advertise on the radio. Either the Word or the Pulse for 2 months. This will be between $250-600 depending 
on which station they choose.  

Finance Team: Setup in ICONSystems is underway so we should be ready to transition from QuickBooks by the 
end of the year. The Finance Team also looked into our A/V system to see if improvements need to be made. 
They decided against updates to the A/V system at this time.  

Security Team: The final camera in phase 1 will be installed next week. Which will complete phase 1 of the  
security system.  

Children’s Team: The Early-Out Bash is scheduled for December 4th. They have card making and indoor/outdoor 
games scheduled. They are planning for about 25 kids to attend.  

Proposed Constitution and By-Laws Changes: Sarah presented the Proposed Constitution and By-Laws document,  
she will edit it to contain both the old information and the new information on the document. Howie Larsen moved 
and Jim Nelson seconded to begin notifying the congregation of these changes. Motion carried. Sarah will also begin 
putting together the Continuing Resolutions document. 
New Business:  

Church Website - Wix: We are moving the church website to a new host. The hosting site, Wix, will cost $396 for 3 
years. Justin Juelke moved and Joel Hanson seconded to approve this expense. Motion carried.  
Payment Vouchers: Hope at Brickhouse (Mission Team): The mission team would like to send money to Hope at 
Brickhouse for Christmas expenses. Howie Larsen moved and Justin Juelke seconded to send $500. Motion carried. 
  Dexter Envelopes: Daven Hanson ordered the offering envelopes for next year. The cost came to 
$301.09 so approval is needed by the council. Joel Hanson moved and Dave ZumBerge seconded to pay this invoice. 
Motion carried.  
The meeting closed with prayer. 
The next meeting will take place December 19th at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 


