
1 

 

Take Note... 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
He is Risen! 

I have heard from a number of people that they have stopped watching the 
news because it is too depressing. I tend to agree. If I do watch the  
mainstream media (CNN, MSNBC…) I hear repeatedly that being a white 
Christian male I am labeled as a white supremacist, a racist, a hater, a  
homophobe, a xenophobe, et. Our cancel culture seeks to define us with all 
kinds of labels in order to denigrate us and malign our beliefs. However, they 
are not the ones to define us. “We have received the Spirit of adoption as 
children, by whom we cry “Abba! Father! The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ.” (Romans 8:15-16)    

Jesus told his disciples, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me  
before it hated you.” (John 15:18) We should not be surprised that the world 
seeks to disparage us. For we stand against “this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil.” Among whom we “shine as lights in the world,  
holding fast to the word of life,” In a world of darkness we have the promise 
from the Son of God that “the Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.” (John 1:5)  

When the women came to the tomb that Easter morning they were in despair. 
They had lost hope, believing that darkness had prevailed. But when they saw 
the stone rolled away and the angel told the women that Jesus whom you seek 
is not here, for he has risen, their despair turned to joy!                   

There is a darkness that is pervading our culture today. The spiritual forces of 
evil are impacting our politics, our media, our education system and even the 
church. But we are not a people without hope. There is Good News. Jesus 
Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! We are in a spiritual battle. We are called 
to “share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 2:3) We are 
called to “be strong in the Lord… and put on the full armor of God.”  
(Eph. 6:10) 

But we have the confidence that the victory is ours through Christ who loves 
us! “And this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.”  
(1 John 5:4) 

Together in Faith through the promise of Easter! 
Pr. Nate Bjorge   

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 

Faith’s Core 

Values:  

Discipleship, 
Hospitality, 

Prayer,  

Service,  

Stewardship, 

Worship,  
and Unity 

Lent Schedule: 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st: 
7:00 p.m. Worship 

Good Friday, April 2nd: 
12:00 noon Worship  
           at Living Hope 

2:00 p.m. Healing Service 

3:00 p.m. 24-Hour Prayer 
                   Vigil Begins 

Easter Sunday, April 4th: 
8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
9:30 a.m. Easter Worship 
10:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
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Congregational Life 

We have finished our Lenten soup suppers and they were well attended. The free will offering will help to pay down the 
church mortgage. “Thank you” to all who furnished soup, bread, desserts, and milk, and to those who gave their time to help 
set up, serve, and clean up, and of course to all who came to enjoy a good meal and fellowship. 
Easter breakfast is our next “event”. We will be serving eggs, sausage, muffins, cinnamon rolls, fresh fruit, juice, milk, and 
coffee. If you are able to help or donate something, please sign up on the bright pink sheet! Breakfast will be served starting at 
8:00 AM Easter morning. Church service is moved to 9:30 AM. 
At our March meeting we discussed the spring garage/bake sale. It will be held on Saturday, May 1st. We will be distributing 
flyers advertising this event. There will be a sign up sheet with a schedule for helping. If you have any questions, just ask any 
of our team members. 
Roadside cleanup scheduled for April 18th. More information to follow. 
Coborn’s will not have a brat sale this summer. 
There have been several “suggestions” in our suggestion box!  Keep them coming. We are always interested in your comments!! 
Our team members are: Noel Gerard, Julie Shelstad, Jackie Rutten, Greg Rutten, Jody Cox, Bev Larsen  
and our council reps are Karen Underhill and Howie Larsen. 
Thank God for Easter and our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ !! 
 
Wishing everyone a blessed Easter! 
For the team, Bev 

President’s Message 
Greetings Family of Faith, 

Easter is upon us and with it comes great joy and new life. CHRIST IS RISEN! Praise God! 

I recently read a quote by former vice president Dan Quayle. He said, “The future will be better tomorrow.” Sounds 
silly, doesn’t it. But it made me think of the disciples on the day after Jesus hung on the cross and died. Fear, sadness, 
uncertainty, and doubt must have rendered them beyond any hope for the future. Apparently they forgot (or didn’t 
really believe) His words of resurrection. Little did they know that the future would indeed be better tomorrow. With 
the morning and the discovery of the empty tomb everything changed. That empty tomb meant victory over sin and 
death. It did take a while for the disciples to fully realize how their lives had been changed. Even though they suffered 
persecution, the future WAS going to be better for the world. 

We too sometimes face the same feelings of hopelessness as the disciples. When that happens there are ways to open 
paths for finding new hope. It could be help from family or friends. It might be a new way of looking at the problem.  
It might even mean that over time the problem simply disappears. The most important path, however, is to first ask 
God for His guidance; for courage; for strength; for solutions – always keeping in mind to ask for what we need not 
what we want. Heartfelt prayers for help really are simple and easy and should always be the start of problem solving. 
When we do that, God will show us the way. It might not be something we expect but trusting in God does make our 
future better tomorrow. 

Speaking of prayer, there will be a 24-hour prayer vigil at church starting at 3:00 PM on Good Friday. A prayer vigil was 
a tradition at Bethel Lutheran and Ed Ososki suggested we do it at Faith during our first Easter as a new congregation. 
It has since become a tradition at Faith as well. It is amazing how fast and peaceful an hour goes by while in prayer. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the gathering area for those interested in participating. 

God is always with us; Christ is risen; the Holy Spirit moves among us. The hope and joy that gives us truly means the 
future will be better -  today and tomorrow. 

Have a blessed Easter, 
Howie 

Children’s Team 
Members in Attendance: Patrick & Renae Stueber and Amanda Hyatt 

The Winter Family Fun Day at Joe & Amanda Hyatt’s went very well with about 40 in attendance.  

More on VBS was discussed. There will be a morning and evening session. If interested in volunteering, or if you 

have questions, please call/text Amanda Hyatt 320-360-2887. 
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Youth & Family 

Lately the worship song, “See A Victory”, by Elevation Worship has been on repeat in my head, yet it has served as a 
needed reminder. There is a lyric that goes, “I know how this story ends.” This “story” is all of our stories if we  
believe in Jesus as Savior. The story ends with us face-to-face with Jesus (Revelation 22:4), free of guilt, perfectly  
restored, without any trace of the curses of sin (Revelation 21:4). Likewise, reading through Matthew 8 & 9, I  
discovered all the highlighted healings were made possible because the benefactors had faith, not merely because of 
Jesus’ authority and power to heal (which He undoubtedly has). Easter allows us to have this deep faith because 
Easter proves Jesus’ power and ultimate victory. Jesus is so powerful death could not defeat Him. So powerful He 
burst from his tomb. He rose victoriously! That is why Easter is so important to celebrate! We are going to see a  
victory! The song also holds the lyric, “The God I serve knows only how to triumph.” So I ask you to consider: do you 
have the same faith to believe this in the circumstances you face today?  

Recently, one of the places we needed to trust God still 
holds the victory was at the High School Winter Retreat. 
The retreat was held March 12-14 at Lake Beauty Bible 
Camp. The weekend was powerful, as 10 youth and 5  
leaders grew in community and their personal relationship 
with God through teaching, worship, delicious food,  
and an abundance of fun!  

Upcoming youth and family events include Reggie Dabbs 
School Assembly, Roadside Clean- Up, and a yard work  
service day. Reggie Dabbs will be coming to town  
April 27-28 to speak at area schools. Reggie is a nationally 
acclaimed speaker who shares his inspiring life story in a 
school setting to instill identity and purpose. Reggie will 
also lead a faith night hosted at Living Hope Church at 
7pm. We will attend this as a youth group. Youth are  
encouraged to invite friends to the evening portion especially.  

Families can keep an eye out for details on a service day to help a congregation member with spring yard work. We 
also hope to have a Roadside Cleanup afternoon on a Sunday after church in April. More details to come soon. 

A couple of ongoing events to highlight. Deep dives continue to go well as students grow in community, relationship 
with our Lord, and knowledge about a variety of topics ranging from “The Scandal of the Gospel,” to mental health, 
to sexual and gender identity. The last week of Deep Dives will be 4/5 (after Easter). Normal Wednesday Night Youth 
Group and confirmation will proceed 4/14.  

One other thing to note, summer youth trip registration is still open with the early registration deadline approaching 
on Wednesday, April 14. After April 14th, prices increase by $50.   

With God’s Love,  
Sara Stanton 

Youth and leaders at retreat looking #fierce  
before playing laser tag. 
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MISSION & OUTREACH TEAM  

The Faith Lutheran Mission & Outreach Ministry Team voted to approve a $500 
donation to bring speaker Reggie Dabbs to Central Minnesota in April. The event 
is a collaborative effort between area schools and churches. Dabbs is a highly  
engaging and inspiring motivational speaker who has visited central Minnesota in 
the past.  The team also approved its monthly donations to Sunbeam Boys Home 
($200) and the Nicaragua mission ($200) as well as two larger budgeted items--
$1,000 to the Morrison County Food Shelf and $1,000 to Operation Heal Our  
Patriots. March donations to the Food Shelf are matched by corporate sponsors.  
Operation Heal Our Patriots is a ministry sponsored by Franklin Graham that 
serves military veterans. Two activities coming up are the Compassion  
International Sunday on April 25 and the Pregnancy Resource Center Walk for 
Life on May 1. Faith sponsors a child from Guatemala (Julio) through Compassion 
International each year and also makes annual gifts to Pregnancy Resource  
Center to help women choose “life” when they have an unplanned pregnancy.  
Finally, the team is coordinating schedules with Adult and Teen Challenge to see 
if a visit can be arranged for this spring. 

The Mission & Outreach Team’s primary function is the distribution of 10% of all 
donations received by the church to various missions and ministries. The team’s 
goal is to roughly distribute the gifts in thirds—one-third to local organizations, 
one-third to state and regional ministries, and one-third to international missions 
and welcomes the congregational input into both donations and outreach  
activities. Please share your ideas with any of the team members--Linda Lippert; 
Maureen Miller; Linda Collins, Gail Meyer, Laura Fellbaum and Pat Rioux, chair.  
Council representatives include George Sandy and Kennard Fellbaum and Pastor 
Nate serves as an ex-officio representative on the team as well.  

Security Team 

     The Security Team was formed in 2018 following a trend of violence targeting 
places of worship across the country as well as Minnesota. We are fortunate to have 
some members that have considerable experience in law enforcement, military, and 
with firearms in general and have volunteered to act as a “security guard” during 
our services. Their job is to assure you can worship safely at Faith Lutheran. The 
assigned security guard arrives at the church early and checks the church property, 
building, doors etc. for anything that might be a safety concern and then monitors 
the parking lot and worship space during the service. The team holds meetings as 
necessary and trains annually on how to mitigate potential safety problems. The 
team members are Dave ZumBerge (coordinator), Shawn Larsen (trainer), Dave 
Paul, Trever Skeesick, Luke Fellbaum, Dennis Myers, and Justin Juelke. We are 
open to additional volunteers but also realize that team members need certain skills 
to be effective in response to a critical incident in the unlikely event one would  
occur. Feel free to contact the team coordinator if you have any questions,  
comments or suggestions. 

Finance Team Report 

March 11, 2021 
The Finance team recognized our new members – Tom Lippert and Justin 
Juelke.  We reviewed current month financial reports.  February year-to-
date revenue was $22,349,  $941 ahead of last year, but $3,540 less than 
budget.  We are  prayerfully looking forward to stronger revenues in the 
months ahead. Expenditures are currently below budget helping to keep 
our ratio of revenues to expenses neutral. We are blessed congregation for 
all the financial support we receive.  Thank you! 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

320-414-0533 

faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 

secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 
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March Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, March 18th, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Judy Berger, Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Howie Larsen, Tom Lippert, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson, Cheryl Rioux,  
Renae Stueber, Karen Underhill and Pastor Nate 

Absent: Justin Juelke and George Sandy 

The meeting was called to order by Howie Larsen and opening prayer led by Judy Berger 

Jim Nelson moved and Judy Berger seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Tom Lippert moved and Karen Underhill seconded to accept the February Council Minutes. Motion carried. 
Sarah also shared a suggestion from the suggestion box. Sarah asked about the Thrivent Annual Mortgage audit, she will take care 
of submitting it to Thrivent. 

Treasurer’s Report: Total revenue was $22,349 which is a bit behind budget but almost $900 up from last year. Lent Soup Sup-
pers are not on the report they are being handled differently. The additional payment to Sara Stanton’s pension was made as dis-
cussed at last month’s meeting. Expenses are also slightly below budget so this year is shaping up well so far. Denny Myers moved 
and Joel Hanson seconded to accept the February Treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared about the High School Winter Retreat which went very well despite the 
COVID issues that cropped up later. 

Coming up there will be a motivational speaker named Reggie Dabbs at the local schools, the Youth will continue to volunteer for 
the Food shelf and have some outdoor clean-up projects planned as well. Normal Wednesday Night Youth Group will resume on 
April 14. Meanwhile they continue with Deep Dive Groups and work on preparations for Summer Youth Trips. Sara will also be 
taking PTO on April 3rd-11th.  

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reported the Hyatt wedding is coming up on March 20th here at Faith. The next two Wednesdays will 
be First Communion classes with First Communion on Maundy Thursday.  

Teen Challenge won’t be scheduled until sometime in the fall. New Member Sunday will be scheduled for April 25th. Good Friday 
will be at Living Hope on April 2nd at noon and we will follow with a Healing service here at Faith at 2:00 p.m. before the Prayer 
vigil begins at 3pm.  

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

Children’s Team: Vacation Bible School will have an evening session. There will be no Sunday School on Easter and instead the 
Children’s team will do an Easter Egg Hunt.  

Congregational Life Team: Soup Suppers are going well. The team is looking forward to scheduling Roadside clean-up. Karen 
Underhill moved and Denny Myers seconded to resume coffee treats after Easter. Motion carried. Joel Hanson moved and 
Kennard Fellbaum seconded to schedule the Garage sale for May 1. Motion carried. 

Finance & Management Team: Justin Juelke and Tom Lippert did join the team. The lawn will be fertilized.  

Mission & Outreach Team: The team paid their budgeted items. Kennard Fellbaum moved and Cheryl Rioux seconded to ap-
prove $500 in support for Reggie Dabbs doing motivational speaking at the schools. Motion carried. 

Worship & Prayer Team: They selected officers and reviewed the Duties and Responsibilities and agreed to continue with he 24-
Hour Prayer vigil. Talk to Faye Sandy if you are interested in doing Greeting/Usher/Communion Assistant. We will offer both 
the traditional communion service as well as pre-filled cups beginning on March 21st.  

Youth & Family Team: Senior Sunday is still being scheduled. There is a Range Printing fundraiser opportunity coming up. Sara 
will be gone Easter Sunday. They are planning an event for post high school students this summer.  

Phasing Out Covid-19 Practices: Chairs have already been added back into the worship space. 

New Photo Directory: Cheryl Rioux will look into the requirements for photos to upload to IconCMO. We will likely try to get 
started on this project this fall. 

Soup Suppers: So far $923 has been raised. The suppers seem to be going well, plenty of participants. 

Fire Extinguishers: The door to the to the closet by the restrooms needs to remain unlocked for fire extinguisher access. There 
should also be a sign on the door in the media room indicating there is a fire extinguisher inside. 

New Business: 
Worship & Prayer Duties and Responsibilities: The Worship & Prayer Team revised their Duties and Responsibilities list. Howie 
Larsen moved and Denny Myers seconded to approve the new Duties and Responsibilities. Motion carried. 

Easter Breakfast: The signup sheet for the Easter breakfast is already out. They will begin serving at 8 am. The Youth will not nec-
essarily be available to reset place settings. Joel Hanson moved and Tom Lippert seconded the funds to go toward the projection 
computer replacement. Motion carried.  

Roadside Clean-up: Sara Stanton will get the Youth to help. They will schedule for a Sunday, likely in April. Tentatively scheduled 
April 18th. 

Offering Counters: Daven could use some people to help count and a few to be trained to do the deposit as well so he can take an 
occasional Sunday off. 

Projection Computer: Pastor Nate recommends that we get a new laptop for projection and 
then trial MediaShout 7. Cheryl Rioux moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to spend up to 
$1500 on a new Projection Computer. Motion carried. 

North Side Entry Door: The door on the North side of the church appears to be leaking water. 
Jim Nelson and Tom Lippert will work on removing the cement slab.  

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place April 15th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance & Offering 

February 28: 123 $ 5,768 
March 7: 134 $ 5,679 
March 14: 118 $ 5,601 
March 21: 179 $ 4,482 
March 28: 176 $ 3,344 


