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February 2021 Newsletter 

From Pastor Nate . . . . 
If you have been watching the media you have likely noticed the call for unity now 
that the election and inauguration are over and done. Unity serves a great purpose.  
It brings people together around a common cause and allows for greater  
accomplishments. 

There is a story in Genesis that tells us of the unity of purpose that the people had in 
building a great city and a tower to reach to the heavens. The trouble was that this 
unified effort was contrary to God’s will for the people. As a result He confused their 
language and dispersed them over the face of the earth. “Many are the plans in the 
minds of people but it is the Lord’s purpose that will prevail.” (Proverbs 19:21) 

It is good to be reminded of our congregation’s Core Values which are: Discipleship, 
Hospitality, Prayer, Service, Stewardship, Worship, and Unity. You can see that 
“unity” is one of our core values and it certainly is a Biblical value: “I appeal to you, 
brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with 
one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
perfectly united in mind and thought.” (1 Corinthians 1:10) “Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for people to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1)  

In John chapter 17, Jesus prays for unity that His disciples may all be one as He and 
the Father are one. Certainly unity can be a wonderful thing, but it depends upon what 
people are unified around. It is our Nation’s motto that we are “One Nation under 
God.” If we are together in being obedient to God’s word and seeking His purpose, 
God has promised His blessings. However, if our government’s policies are contrary 
to God’s will then as Christians we cannot be unified with our policy makers. Paul 
tells us that we are to be obedient to those in authority, but only if their policies are 
not in opposition to God’s word. 

Pastor and blogger Fritz Chery does not hold back when he writes about what should 
unify us as Christians: “There is no compromise when the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
opposed. Unity without the gospel is a worthless unity; it is the very unity of hell. As 
believers we must stand firm in the truth. If someone denies salvation by grace 
through faith in Christ alone there is no unity. 

If someone denies Christ as God in flesh, there is no unity. If someone denies the 
Trinity, there is no unity. If someone preaches the prosperity gospel, there is no unity. 
If someone preaches that you can be a Christian and live in an unrepentant sinful  
lifestyle, there is no unity. There is no unity because that person is giving evidence 
that they are not in union with Christ. 

What I mean by this is that if you deny the essentials of the Christian faith, then you 
are not Christian. You are not part of the body of Christ.”  

So when we hear unity being preached we have to be discerning as to what is the  
perceived purpose of the call to be united. We are living in a time when we need to 
hear the warning that Jude gives to the church in his day.  “Beloved, although I was 
very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 
appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 
For certain people have crept in unnoticed… who pervert the grace of our 
God.” (Jude 3-4)   

United in Christ! 
Pr. Nate Bjorge 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 

transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  Take 
the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, 
be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 
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Youth & Family 
FINALLY! The bleachers in the youth room are complete! This was a project the youth and 
the youth ministry team started about a year ago upon the need for a creative solution to 
comfortably seat all adults and youth who were showing up for youth group (a good  
problem to have!) The project began with the Hyatt family building plywood bleachers. 
After they were built, we needed to consider cushions to make it comfortable, which an 
anonymous donor generously found and purchased. Then came the priming. After priming 
we were left with a blank canvas, ready for the youth’s creativity. A group of interested 
youth decided on a Creation Story theme for the bleacher design. Throughout the  
summer (and fall, then winter), youth came to the church to paint.  
Although it is great to have seats for all who join us on Wednesday, my favorite thing 
about this project was the ways it allowed students to show their God-given gifts and also 
provided an opportunity to build relationships with  
students. In reflecting on the completion of this project,  
I am reminded of Philippians 1:6 which says, “He who 
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ.” Admittedly, I didn’t plan  
for this project to take a year to complete. But it has 
been a reminder that we can be confident for God to 
bring to completion the transformation that he started 
in us through the Holy Spirit. Even though at times it 
seems painfully slow or “behind schedule”, the outcome 
is a masterpiece! 

We kicked off January with a family ministry night on 
January 6. The evening included a delicious dinner 
(catered by Dana and Richard Fernelius), a short meeting, and a friendly game of family feud. Summer trips 
were also announced during the meeting. This summer, youth will have the opportunity to serve in Benton  
Harbor, Michigan with Youthworks and/or adventure in the mountains at Noah’s Ark in Colorado! If you are 
interested, please contact Sara for more details.  

Upcoming youth and family events include the Winter Family Day (hosted in partnership with the Children’s 
Team) and Summer Trip Bake Sale. The Winter Family Day will be Sunday, February 28 at Joe and Amanda  
Hyatt’s home, beginning at 12pm. There will be sledding, skating, a bonfire, and lunch for all ages to enjoy! On 
Sunday February 14, summer trip participants will be selling baked goods they prepared. Make sure to get 
something sweet for your sweetie!  

Additionally, as we enter Lent Season, youth group and confirmation will “pause” on Wednesday nights to allow 
families to participate in Wednesday Lent Worship together. During Lent, 6-12th grade youth can also  
participate in a Deep Dive group led by an adult leader throughout the week. Deep Dive groups are small groups 
that dive deep relationally and spiritually in a less formal setting. Families--keep an eye out for more info on 
how to participate.  

With God’s love,  Sara Stanton  

Congregational Life 

Our team met in January and it feels good to be back to our regular schedule. 

Three of our members will be leaving our team, they are; Becky Boody, Lois Erickson, and Beckie Ottman. We will 
miss them and we thank them for their time and dedication to Faith and the events that took place. At our next meeting 
in February, we will welcome two new members; Jackie Rutten and Noel Guerard. 

The annual meeting is coming up and we will be serving coffee and cookies between the church service and the  
meeting. 

The money we made at the Christmas boutique/bake sale (approx. $1,200) will be used to purchase and install addi-
tional speakers in the back of the sanctuary. 

We would like more people to use the “suggestion box” in the gathering space. Any comments, ideas, questions are 
welcome. Sign your name or not, it’s up to you. Of course, we welcome anyone to talk to any of our team members; 

Jody Cox, Julie Shelstad, Jackie Rutten, Noel Guerard and Bev Larsen. Our current council reps are Karen Underhill 
and Howie Larsen. Council reps may change after the annual meeting. 

For the team, Bev Larsen 

The completed bleachers. Pictures do not do justice...  
if you get a chance, stop by the youth room to see the  
students’ masterpiece! 

Faith’s Core 

Values:  

Discipleship, 
Hospitality, 

Prayer,  

Service,  

Stewardship, 

Worship,  
and Unity 
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January Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, January 21st, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke, Howie Larsen, Tom Lippert, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson,  
Cheryl Rioux, George Sandy, Renae Stueber, Karen Underhill, Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 

The meeting was called to order by George Sandy 

Opening prayer led by Dave ZumBerge 

Howie Larsen moved and Denny Myers seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Justin Juelke moved and Dave ZumBerge seconded to accept the December Council Minutes.  
Motion carried. Sarah also shared some suggestions from the suggestion box.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jim reported notes about our overall 2020 finances as well as information about December.  
Overall we were under budget and our income was at a good level so we ended the year with an improvement of $7,000 
since January 2020. Justin Juelke moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to accept the December Treasurer’s reports. 
Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared about the New Year’s Eve Eve Bash on December 30th and 
Youth Family Night on January 6th. 

She also included information about upcoming events like the Winter Family day on February 28th, the High School 
Winter Retreat in March and the Summer trips coming up beginning in June. The Youth are also working on some  
fundraisers to help cover the costs of the summer trips including Ground Beef sales and a Valentine’s Day Bake Sale. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reminded the council of Ash Wednesday coming up on February 17th and asked whether 
we should plan for the Lent Soup Suppers that we usually have on Wednesdays in Lent. The council decided to plan for 
the Soup Suppers for now and forward the decision to the Congregational Life Team. 

There will be a wedding at Faith coming up on March 20th. 

Pastor Nate recommends we wait on New Member Sunday for now so we can make sure those who wish to join have an 
opportunity. 

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

• Congregational Life Team: The team would like the money brought in from the Christmas Boutique sale to go  
toward the speakers. Coborn’s won’t schedule the brat sale yet but they will continue to look into it. Lois Erickson 
and Becky Boody are leaving the team and Jackie Rutten and Noel Guerard will be joining. 

• Children’s Team: Winter Family day is being planned with the Youth team. It will be on February 28th at the  
Hyatts’ and will hopefully have sledding. The Children’s Team is also looking for some new members.  

Audit: The Audit was done on January 12th. Everything looks good and we appreciate Renee Miller and Denise  
Dempsey taking the time to look over the books for us.  

Council Candidates: We have six people running for council at this time. Candidates are: Judy Berger, Greg Hyatt and 
Randy Wolbeck and council members running for re-election: Denny Myers, Cheryl Rioux and Joel Hanson.  

Fire Extinguishers: The boxes for the extinguishers are in place and the signs are up on doors that will remain unlocked. 

New Business: 
2021 Budget: The budget was reviewed and discussed. The changes that had been discussed last month have been put 
into place. Howie Larsen moved and Denny Myers seconded to accept the 2021 proposed budget. Motion carried. 

Vacation Bible School: Vacation Bible School is being planned for June 7th-11th from 9:00-11:30 am at Alliance 
Church. If there are enough volunteers, they may add an evening session as well.  

Worship Speakers: Justin Juelke has been looking into a way to increase sound during worship. There are already  
speakers installed in the ceiling but the wiring is not attached at this time. Justin is getting quotes on an amp and  
receiver as well as installation so we could utilize these speakers.  

Sunday Coffee: Members have requested we consider serving coffee and treats on Sundays following worship again. 
Beginning Sunday, January 24th we will serve coffee for now and see how it goes.  

Tom Lippert moved and Jim Nelson seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place February 18th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance & Offering 

January 3: 126 $ 8,106 
January 10: 118 $ 3,397 
January 17: 142 $ 3,114 
January 24: 134 $ 4,252 


