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From Pastor Nate . . . . 
In October 1347 twelve trading ships docked at the Sicilian port of Messina in Italy after a 
long journey through the Black Sea. Most of the ship’s crew were dead or dying. Those 
who were still alive were overcome by fever and pain caused by swollen lymph glands 
called buboes that appeared as black boils that oozed blood and puss. They had carried the 
bubonic plague or Black Death from China to Europe and over the next 5 years over 25 
million people died, over one third of continent’s population at that time.  

Outbreaks of the Black Death would continue until the seventeenth century. The people of 
this time did not understand that this plague was caused by bacteria infected fleas carried 
by rats and easily spread among humans. Life was difficult and death was common during 
this period. One half of all children died before 5 years of age. Because of the high infant 
mortality rate, parents had their children baptized shortly after their birth. Martin Luther’s 
father took him to the priest to be baptized the day after his birth. Martin and Katie Luther 
lost two of their six children to death, Elizabeth at 8 months and Magdalene at 13 years of 
age. Their only consolation was found in the promises of the Church.  

We are not compelled to contemplate death like the people did in the Middle Ages when 
death was at the very center of life. Perhaps COVID 19, though the death rate is very low, 
is causing some people to reflect on the reality that we are mortal and one day we will all 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Sadly for some it will end in a deep  
darkness (a black death), but for those of us who have the Lord as our Shepherd, we will 
walk through this valley as we pass from death to life. In the words of the Good Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ, “Whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life… 
He has passed from death to life.” John 5:24 

As Charles Spurgeon preached, “The shadow of a sword cannot kill; the shadow of death 
cannot destroy us.” Where there is shadow there is also light. The light of Jesus Christ will 
shine upon us as He leads us into eternity. This is the message the Church offers to the 
world. This is the consolation we share when a loved one dies. So as in the words of  
Hebrews 10:25, “Let us not neglect to meet together as is the habit of some,  but  
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing nearer.” We should 
not fear the virus and we should not fear death because we have a Savior who has  
conquered death and promised everlasting life to those who believe in Him. 

Contemplating his own death, Mozart wrote these words in 1787: Death, when we come to 
consider it closely, is the true goal of our existence… And I thank my God for graciously 
granting  me the opportunity of learning that death is the key which unlocks the door to our 
true happiness.”  Our calling as followers of the Good Shepherd is to be in fellowship with 
one another. It is together that we are encouraged to walk in the light, to grow in our faith, 
and trust in the promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

Together in Faith!                                                                                          

Pr. Nate Bjorge 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 
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President’s Message 
Greetings Family of Faith, 

I love this Fall weather and the changes it brings. The beautiful colors start coming 
out. Farmers are beginning to bring in the harvest. There are cooler more  
comfortable temperatures than what we had all summer.  

The changes of seasons are God’s way of renewing us. Every season has its glory 
and beauty. We look forward to the changes. I think one of the reasons we do that 
is because we are so easily bored and forget that God gives us the seasons as  
precious gifts to make us happy and at peace. 

Winter is fine and fun for the first couple of snowfalls but then we (at least I do) get 
tired of it and want Spring to arrive as soon as possible. Spring is great for new 
leaves, flowers, planting and warmer weather. Everything is so fresh. But before too 
long we want Summer to come along. We want our crops to grow faster. We want 
hot sunny days so we can enjoy being outside. We can’t wait to be on vacation. We 
want summer to last forever. By mid-August we start to think of cooler days.  
Football season is coming. Time for a change. Pretty soon it’s Fall again and the  
cycle continues. (I have to admit that for me Fall is the season that could last  
forever.) 

I think that too often our lives are like awaiting new seasons and then wanting the 
next one to hurry up and get here. We want things; can hardly wait to get things; 
and then when we do get things we too often get bored with the things we wanted 
so badly. Seems like we are hard to keep satisfied. We want change. Why is that? 

God gives us what we need. Wanting and needing are obviously two very different 
things. There is nothing wrong with change as long as the change is for the better.  
If we need changes in our lives, then we should try to make those changes. A few  
examples come to mind. We should love more; be more willing to help others; be 
better stewards of God’s creation; be more caring and understanding of people; do 
our best to overcome bad habits; be more forgiving. No doubt there are many 
more. 

The changes of the seasons renew us. It’s one of God’s ways to encourage us to not 
only renew our faith but to grow in our faith. We can be better witnesses to God’s 
glory. He gives us everything. We should always praise and thank Him for His gifts. 
Be willing to change, not because we’re bored, but because we might need to.  
I know I do. 

In love and thankfulness for all of you, 
Howie 

Congregational Life 
Fall is in the air! Each season has beauty of its own. Take time to enjoy 
the beautiful colors and cooler temperatures.  
Thank God for His constant goodness! 
Faith’s “Fall Kickoff” was a fun event. Lots of delicious food, games, 
face painting, and fellowship. 
October will be busy with roadside cleanup on October 3rd, New member 
Sunday, October 24th and Confirmation Sunday, October 31st.  
I have had several people ask about our Christmas boutique!! More  
information about that coming soon. 
Remember the suggestion box on the table in the gathering space!! All 
suggestions and comments are brought to the church council for  
consideration. 
You may sign your name or not! 
For the team,  
Bev Larsen 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 
Ephesians 6:16 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

320-414-0533 

faithlutheranlittlefalls.org 

secretaryfaithlutheran@gmail.com 
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Youth & Family 
A new school year brings new topic series and ministry focuses. As we begin meeting with our high schoolers, 
we have been discussing Culture: how to engage without conforming. Our theme verse is Romans 12:2 which 
states, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
Moreover, we will ultimately discover how to live in this world and follow God’s call, yet not follow the pulls 
of the world around us.  

Speaking of culture… An emphasis on the youth ministry “culture” this year is invitation. We started the 
school year with a game of Romans & Christians on Wednesday, September 8 and many students took an 
opportunity to invite their friends to this fun night game in the woods and opportunity to “defend” their 
faith. Another past opportunity for students to invite their friends to encounter Jesus was at See You at the 
Pole, a student-led prayer event at area schools which took place on Wednesday, September 22 at Upsala, 
Royalton, Pierz and Little Falls school before the start of the school day. And an upcoming opportunity for 
students to invite their peers to is “First Wednesdays”. On the first Wednesday of every month, high school 
youth will have the opportunity to encounter Jesus through worship and prayer. Wednesday, October 6th 
will be the first, “First Wednesday”.  

Also happening in October is Fields of Faith on Wednesday, October 13th from 7-8:30pm. This will be hosted 
at the Little Falls High School Auditorium and both confirmation and high school youth will attend. We will 
meet directly at the school.  

We will close out October with the Fall Festival at Fellbaum’s Farm on Saturday, October 30th at 4pm. There 
will be a meal and activities for all ages--a hay ride, hay maze, paintball, night games, bonfire, pumpkin carv-
ing, and candy! Halloween costumes are encouraged. 

For the Kingdom,  
Sara Stanton   

Left: Young and old competed in 
the 2021 Fall Lucky Duck Bean Bag 
Tournament during the Fall  
Ministry Kickoff on Sunday,  
September 19th. The lucky winning 
team was Jakob Hyatt and Mary 
Wolbeck. 
Right: Over 30 students gathered 
to pray at Royalton School for See 
You at the Pole.  
Bottom: Youth play “Newcomb” 
during a Wednesday Night.   
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Mission & Outreach Team  
New members are needed for the Faith Lutheran Mission & Outreach Team with three-year terms starting in January. In 
addition, a new M & O team recording secretary is needed to replace Linda Lippert who has served the maximum six  
consecutive years and will be rotating off the team. According to church bylaws, ministry teams can have between five 
and seven members. The M & O team currently has six members—Linda Lippert, Maureen Miller, Laura Fellbaum,  
Linda Collins, Gail Meyer and Pat Rioux.  Ex-officio members include Pastor Nate and council representatives— 
George Sandy and Kennard Fellbaum. In addition to the replacement for Linda Lippert, the M & O team also needs to 
select a new chair.  Pat Rioux has exceeded the two-year maximum that a person can serve as team chairperson. The 
team’s purpose is to oversee the congregation’s mission and outreach activities, including making donations to various 
ministries.  The team receives 10% of all congregational donations to fund mission and outreach activities. For more 
information about the Mission & Outreach Team, please contact any team member (listed above) or the pastor. Volun-
teers are needed and most welcome. 

The team is gearing up for fall activities including Operation Christmas Child (OCC) and the return of Movie Nights.  
OCC collection week is Nov. 15-22 and the movie nights are planned for Saturdays at 7 p.m., beginning in October. 
Watch for additional details. 

Worship and Prayer Ministry Team 
 

Fall greetings and blessings from the Worship and Prayer Ministry Team! Although we’ve taken a hiatus 
from the newsletter, we certainly have been working behind the scenes to fulfill our duties. The team meets 
quarterly to discuss anything that comes up related to our duties: 

1. Oversees worship planning 
2. Includes and oversees the following subcommittees: Praise Band Team, Altar Guild Team and  Audio/

Visual/Media Team 
3. Secure worship assistants for each service (ushers, greeters, communion servers, ect.) and oversees 

altar preparation and volunteers. 
4. Oversees budgets and purchases made by the sub-committees related to Worship and Prayer Team. 
5. Maintain Sunday service attendance information. 
6. Ensure communion supplies are available and secured. 
7. Develop and update as needed an informational booklet/pamphlet which describes Faith Lutheran and 

LCMC and ensure its availability for interested people. 
8. Provide public relations through newspaper articles, congregational notices and other media. 
9. Ensure bulletins and other information is available for church services. 
10. Coordinate with other Faith Lutheran Ministry Teams as needed to accomplish specific projects/

mission efforts. 
11. Assist the church council in financial budgeting activities. 

As part of the preparation for worship services, we prepare the altar. Aside from Communion set up, you 
may notice that the banner colors on walls and the altar are changed periodically.  The purpose of the color 
change is to bring focus to the altar and symbolize the day or season through the color selection. From now 
through the month of November, you will notice the following color changes: 

• Green -  the color of growth. We use green on the altar through the season of Pentecost as a reminder 
that this is a time of spiritual growth.   

• Red -  the color of fire. We use red for Reformation Sunday (October 31st) which signifies the fire of the 
Holy Spirit and to commemorate the anniversary of Luther's posting of his Ninety-Five Theses in  
Wittenberg, Germany in 1517. This is a day for honoring Martin Luther and other reformers and to  
recognize the ongoing need for renewal of the church 

• White -  the color of light, gladness, purity, and joy in Christ.  We switch to white for All Saint's Day which 
commemorates all the baptized people of God who have died in the faith.  

Yours in Faith and Friendship, 
Amy Kowalzek 
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September Council Minutes 

Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, September 16th, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke, Howie Larsen, Tom Lippert, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson,  
Cheryl Rioux, George Sandy and Pastor Nate 
Absent: Judy Berger, Renae Stueber and Karen Underhill 
The meeting was called to order by Howie Larsen and opening prayer led by Joel Hanson. 

George Sandy moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Justin Juelke moved and George Sandy seconded to accept the August Council Minutes. Motion 
carried. Sarah also shared some suggestions from the suggestion box. 

Treasurer’s Report: August was a large income month due to some large IRA payments. We are currently ahead of 
our budget for income but expenses tend to go up in the fall so we will continue to watch closely. Tom Lippert moved 
and Denny Myers seconded to accept the August Treasurer’s Reports. Motion carried.  

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton’s report shared her final income/expense report for the summer trips as well as 
information about the Romans & Christians Event that took place on September 8th.  

She also shared about the upcoming Fall Ministry Kick-off, See You at the Pole and Fields of Faith as well as briefly 
touching on the start of the Fall Youth Group. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate recommended setting up a new member Sunday. With council input, new member  
Sunday is scheduled for October 24th. He also shared about the start of the Youth Program on Wednesday, September 
15th. There are 18 students in confirmation, and they will be studying the New Testament this year.  

Old Business:  

Ministry Team Reports:  

Children’s Team: Sunday School Registration is currently ongoing. Sunday School begins on September 26th. 

Congregational Life Team: Fall Ministry Kick-off is this coming Sunday, September 19th. They will also be taking 
care of the funeral meal for Alan Thelander’s memorial on Friday evening. 

Finance & Management Team: Did not meet in September. 

Mission & Outreach Team: The Mission team is looking for some new members. Joel Hanson will join but they 
would like at least one more member. 

Worship & Prayer Team: Did not meet in September. 

Youth & Family Team: The Deep Dive studies have been postponed until after Lent. 

Photo Directory: We have set a deadline to get all photos taken by October 31st.  

Land Usage Agreement: Joel Hanson moved and Justin Juelke seconded to allow Eric Smude to continue to use the 
farm land for a suggested donation of $400. Motion carried. 

North Door Issue: Tom Lippert has been hard at work and the door is finished. Cement is poured and Justin Juelke will 
replace the landscaping rock around the area.  

New Business:  
Roadside Clean-up: Scheduled for Sunday, October 3rd. This will be following worship and lunch will be provided. 

Sanitation: With fall activities ramping up, Patricia and Roger were concerned they would need to start sanitizing all 
surfaces again. Denny Myers moved and Jim Nelson seconded to go with the CDC guidance that Covid does not live on 
surfaces and no additional sanitizing will be necessary at this time. Motion carried. 

Security Update: The security camera thief was prosecuted and found guilty. We were given the opportunity to apply 
for restitution for our stolen property and the form was sent in. We will need to wait and see if we receive any funds 
back.  

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place October 21st at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

Attendance  
& Offering 

September 5: 127 $ 6,772 
September 12: 132 $ 4,344 
September 19: 174 $ 6,937 
September 26: 151 $ 3,109 


