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June 2020 Newsletter 
From Pastor Nate . . . . 
James Madison (our fourth President), the primary author of the Constitution, said, 
“We have staked the whole future of our new nation not upon the power of  
government; far from it. We have staked the future of all political constitutions upon 
the capacity of each of ourselves to govern ourselves according to the moral  
principles of the Ten Commandments.” 

This past Sunday, May 31, our congregation celebrated Pentecost along with 
churches across the world. Pentecost was originally a Jewish festival thanking God 
for the harvest. But it was on this day, 50 days after the resurrection of our Lord that 
the promised Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples. As this day was  
transformed to become the celebration of the birth of the Church by the Holy Spirit, 
this same Spirit transforms people today to become children of God.  

This past week our nation has moved from a concern over Covid-19 to rioting and 
devastation across many of our major cities after the death of George Floyd.  
Although many protests over racism and police brutality began peacefully they soon 
turned to violence and destruction. The irony is that their looting and burning is 
stoking an even greater racism as people see their cities destroyed.  

As Madison stated, all of our political constitutions are based upon the capacity of 
each of ourselves to govern ourselves according to the moral principles of the Ten 
Commandments. These commandments which can no longer be displayed on public 
lands or buildings. This past Sunday I asked the question, “What is the Church  
supposed to look like?” The simplest answer is that the Church is supposed to reflect 
Jesus Christ. We are to look like Christ. Paul writes that we are to reflect the Lord’s 
glory as we are being transformed into His image. And this transformation comes 
from the power of the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)  

The mission of the Church is as great now as it was at the first outpouring of the 
Spirit on Pentecost. When we look at our nation’s fear driven response to Covid-19 
and now the riots taking place across our land we clearly see that the capacity to 
govern ourselves according to God’s word, according to His commands is failing. 
The Church needs to rise up and speak out! We need to reflect Jesus Christ to the 
world and share the same boldness of Spirit that the early Church exemplified. This 
is not a time for the Church to remain hidden at home or behind closed doors. If 
God’s word and His commands are not proclaimed throughout our nation then the 
future of our nation is imperiled. Let us pray for Revival! 

“Revive us, and we will call on Your name. Restore us, O Lord God Almighty: 
make Your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.”  (Psalm 80:18-19)   

Together in Faith! 
Pr. Nate Bjorge 

take up the shield of faith Ephesians 6:16 
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President’s Message 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

Mayday, mayday, mayday! Mayday is a distress call that is used to signal a  
life-threatening emergency, usually on a ship or a plane, although it may be used in  
a variety of other situations, like now. A typical distress call will start with the word 
“Mayday" being said three times in a row so that it is not mistaken for another  
similar-sounding word or phrase. This whole month of MAY and for months before 
it MAY have felt like the masks, the isolation, the rules, the expectations should 
leave us shouting MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY! We MAY feel like screaming 
MAYDAY during this life-threatening situation, Covid 19, to be sure.   

We must remember that MAY is really a beautiful month of new growth, new 
starts. MAY we turn our thoughts to God? 

Deuteronomy 5:33  
Walk in obedience to all that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you 
MAY live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess… 

Deuteronomy 1:11 
MAY the LORD, the God of your fathers, increase you a thousand times and bless 
you as He has promised! 

Proverbs 3:1 
MAY He grant you your heart's desire and fulfill all your plans! 

Here are some lyrics to a cool song by Steven Green containing what MAY put a 
song in your heart. 

“MAY the footprints that we leave, lead them to believe, and the lives we live inspire 
them to obey. O MAY all who come behind us find us faithful, MAY the fire of our 
devotion light their way. MAY the footprints that we leave, lead them to believe, and 
the lives we live inspire them to obey. O MAY all who come behind us find us  
faithful. O MAY all who come behind us find us faithful.” 

MAY we all remember, as the church resumes, to be prayerful for each other, our 
church, and our nation. MAY we remember to give. MAY we remember to be  
respectful of each other’s space and wellbeing.   

MAY these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your 
sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

May God Bless You and Keep you!   
George Sandy, Council President 

Mission Statement 

As Children of God, we are 
called to love, glorify and  
submit to the Living Christ, 
ministering to others by the 
transforming work of the  
Holy Spirit. 

 

Therefore put on the full   
armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.  
Stand firm then, with the 
belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the  
breastplate of righteousness 
in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can  
extinguish all the flaming  
arrows of the evil one.  
Take the helmet of  
salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the 
saints. 

Ephesians 6:16 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 18th St. SE 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

Congregational Life 
We have not met as a team for which seems like a very long time.  However, I am 
happy to report that Congregational Life will meet Tuesday, June 2nd.  We are  
looking forward to actually SEEING each other and discussing events that  
hopefully will take place this summer. 

Another good thing is the ”opening” of Faith Lutheran!  A worship service is being 
planned IN church. We will have rules to follow, precautions, and distancing, but 
thanks be to God things are moving forward! 

One more thing, please keep Pastor Dave Steffenson and his wife Julie and their 
entire family in prayer. Dave was a pastor at First Lutheran in Little Falls for many 
years.  He has been diagnosed with cancer and is undergoing chemo treatments. 
He is a wonderful man, pastor and friend. 

Remember there is a “suggestion box” on the table in the gathering space.  Let us 
know any ideas, thoughts and suggestions! 

God is good! 
Bev for the “team” 

http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/5-33.htm
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Youth & Family Team 
Spring is my favorite time of the year because it reminds me that God is in the business of  
resurrecting and restoring. In the transition from winter to spring, God takes what was dead  
(or seemed to be dead) and gives it new, vibrant life. This was clearly illustrated for me when I 
was on a hike recently and came across a fallen tree. Upon examining it  
more, I was surprised to realize the fallen tree was still producing buds!  
Through this experience, the Lord encouraged me that no matter  
how “fallen” we look or feel, God can still produce new life  
within us (Psalm 71:20-21).  

But enough about spring...on the youth ministry 
front, we are thinking summer! Due to the concerns  
around COVID-19, we have decided to postpone our 
Noah’s Ark trip to Colorado and the Youthworks  
Mission trip to South Dakota until next summer.  
Instead, we will be shifting our focus to ways  
we can serve our local community and  
opportunities to connect with each  
other here. I am still confident the Lord 
will meet us and work through us in mighty ways.  

One of the main ways we will connect as a youth group 
this summer is through Wednesday night bonfires,  
starting Wednesday, June 10 at 7:30. We will rotate 
between Middle School and High School bonfires, 
with a few combined nights throughout the  
summer. We will also be gathering for a few  
family fun activities including an outdoor movie night  
(weather permitting they will actually be outside this year),  
Float Down the Platte, and a Lake Party! We will also join in serving 
our neighbors in our own communities by volunteering at local  
organizations.  

Another option the youth have to connect this summer is through Deep Dive Discipleship 
groups. These are small groups that will meet in an informal setting to dive deep into the  
foundations of Christianity. It's about asking the hard questions. It's about friendships. It's about 
laughing together. It's about learning more about who God is and his purposes. Students and 
families should keep an eye out for a calendar and more info on Deep Dive groups.  

God loves you!  
Sara Stanton 

 

Wednesday, June 10 || 7:30 pm 

Kick-off Combined Bonfire 

Friday, June 12 || 9 pm 

Outdoor Family  
Movie Night 

Mark Your  
Calendars! 
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Meeting, May 21st, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Kennard Fellbaum, Joel Hanson, Justin Juelke (via phone), Howie Larsen, Denny Myers, Jim Nelson,  
Cheryl Rioux, George Sandy, Renae Stueber, Karen Underhill, Dave ZumBerge and Pastor Nate 
Absent: Tom Lippert 

The meeting was called to order and opening prayer led by George Sandy 
Joel Hanson moved and Howie Larsen seconded to accept the agenda. Motion carried.  

Secretary’s Report: Denny Myers moved and Jim Nelson seconded to accept the March Council Minutes. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Nelson reported our income for April was 31,000. Some of that is the IRA donations we have re-
ceived but we have been truly blessed by our giving for April and so far in May. We are showing $7300 ahead year-to-date on 
budget vs. giving. The balance sheet also looks normal with nothing unusual to report. Howie Larsen moved and Denny Myers 
seconded to accept the treasurer’s reports. Motion carried. 

Youth Director’s Report: Sara Stanton shared that the summer trips have been cancelled for this year. She is working on 
ways to issue refunds for those families who do not wish to keep the deposit for next year. Senior acknowledgements will be 
this week on our sign and the church Facebook page. We will have in-person acknowledgements during the summer when we 
are gathering again. Youth will continue to volunteer at the food shelf, some other summer activities will be Deep Dive Disci-
pleship groups, Weekly Bonfires and hopefully some local volunteering. In the meantime, Sara has been keeping up with the 
youth online. Sara also has the website nearly ready to go live. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nate reported that things are strange but we are continuing to do the best we can. He has been mail-
ing out his printed sermons to those who don’t have internet. He has also been making calls to some members, especially sen-
iors.   

Old Business: 
Ministry Team Reports: 

Youth & Family Team: The team discussed the summer trips being cancelled and how to handle refunds. They discussed 
seniors and how we will honor them and summer events.  

Garage Sale: It is suggested that we set a tentative date and then make changes or set guidelines as we get closer. There was a 
suggestion in the suggestion box that we hold the garage sale at the actual garage, after discussion the council decided this 
would not work. Howie Larsen moved and Karen Underhill seconded to schedule the garage sale for July 11 with the proceeds 
going toward the copier fund. Motion carried. 

Roadside Cleanup update: Roadside cleanup has been completed. About 15 bags were collected and Howie reported the col-
lection on Monday, May 18th. It was suggested that the Youth could possibly continue to pick up trash around the church prop-
erty occasionally.  

Brat Sale: The brat sale has been canceled for this year. Coborn’s will not be doing any brat sales.  

New Business: 
Re-Open Plans: Many issues were discussed regarding a possible re-opening for worship. Some things discussed were the new 
CDC guidelines that state the virus does not spread from surfaces easily, the possibility of alternative services like drive-in or 
having multiple services. Denny Myers moved and Jim Nelson seconded to proceed with plans for worship on Sunday, May 
31 for Pentecost with suggestions and guidelines to be assembled and emailed to the congregation. Motion carried with one 
vote against. 

Security Camera: Dave ZumBerge shared his report regarding the license plate camera that was stolen from our garage and his 
investigation. Dave also got us a replacement quote from People’s Security Company. The cost of a new camera is about 
$1100 and our insurance deductible is $1000 so whether to go through the insurance company was discussed. Howie Larsen 
moved and Kennard Fellbaum seconded to repurchase the camera without using our insurance company and make a more se-
cure setup for the camera. Motion carried.  

Graduate Acknowledgements: The pictures of our high school seniors are currently up on the sign and other acknowledge-
ments are postponed until some time in June.  

Dave ZumBerge moved and Howie Larsen seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

The meeting closed with prayer. 

The next meeting will take place June 18th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
Submitted by Sarah Kalkbrenner, Faith Lutheran Church Secretary 

May Offering 

May 3 $ 5,141 
May 10 $ 5,910 
May 17 $ 2,879 
May 24 $ 3,761 
May 31 $ 6,594 

May Council Minutes 


